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Penn-Central Airlines 4th To Sign Pilots Employment Agreement 
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Federal Air Control Shifted From independence to Politics 
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—Courtesy Washington Times-Herald. 


Pilots’ Second “Lobby to Save Lives” Fights Valiantly 





| LATE NEWS 








50,000 


\ence of the Civil Aeronautics Authority. 


Better polish off the rearview | 
irrors, boys. New defense plans 
ul for the training of 50,000 


lots annually. It seems like the 
battleship advocates and exponents 
f the theory that antiaircraft can 


iccessfully prevent air attacks 
e being made the targets of the 
I told you so’ers.”’ At any rate, 


is certainly gratifying to learn 
hat our national defense 
ire finally waking up and smell- 
ng the coffee. 


Postponed 


Under normal circumstances 


bigwigs | 


Feeder Lines’ 


Reorganization Plan No. 3 would | 


(Continued on Page 9, Col. 4) | 





APPRECIATION 
THE AIR LINE PILOTS OF THE NA- 
TION WISH TO TAKE THIS OCCA- 
SION TO EXPRESS THEIR EARNEST 
AND MOST SINCERE THANKS TO 
“THE PRESS, THE WASHINGTON TIMES 
— HERALD, THE HEARST PUBLICA- 
TIONS, THE SCRIPPS-HOWARD PUB- 
LICATIONS, AND ALL OF THE OTHER 
SPLENDID PUBLIC-SPIRITED PAPERS 
IN WASHINGTON AND THROUGH- 
OUT THE NATION, THAT FOUGHT 
SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH THE 
ILOTS FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
CIVIL AIR REGULATORY CONTROL 
AND ACCIDENT-INVESTIGATING PRO- 
CEDURE. 
THE PILOTS ARE SIMILARLY GRATE- 
FUL TO THE BROADCASTING STA- 
| TIONS WHO GAVE SO FREELY OF 
THEIR TIME AND TO ALL OF THE 
GROUPS, ORGANIZATIONS, LEGIS- 
LATORS, AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS, 
WHO FEARLESSLY AND UNWAVER- 
| INGLY TOOK A STAND AND FOUGHT 
| RELENTLESSLY IN THIS SITUATION 
| FOR THAT WHICH THE RECORD OF 
| PERFORMANCE HAS SO CONCLU- 
SIVELY PROVEN TO BE RIGHT AND 
IN THE BEST INTEREST OF CIVIL 
FLYING. 








|of the air mail 





to prevent the abolishment of the Air Safety Board and to preserve the independ- 
The first “Lobby to Save Lives” came to Wash- 
In the final days of a long struggle, their efforts resulted in the 
enactment of legislation establishing the Air Safety Board, the achievements of which are | 
reflected in the world’s safety record that has just been established — more than fourteen | 


ington on June 1, 1938. 


months of unblemished performance without a single fatality to pilot or passenger. 


This, contrasted with the appalling, bad record of civil aeronautics and air transpor- 
tation regulatory control made by the old Bureau of Air Commerce, Department of Com- 
merce—130 air line crashes resulting in deaths of 473 pilots, passengers, and other crew | 
of the second “Lobby to Save Lives” 
(Front): 
Roe, TWA; D. W. Ledbetter, 
R. C. Young, EAL; S. W. Hopkins, C&S; Ray T. Elsmore, WAE; H. L. Smith, PCA, and | 


members is the 
April 28, 1940. 


“why” 
L. to n. 


G. E. Rodieck, MCA. 


The first “Lobby to Save Lives’’ , 
AA; Ray T. Elsmore, WAE; the late “Cash” Chamberlain, NWA; Art Mills, Braniff; R. e3 


AA. (Rear): 


Gilbert Blackmore, PAA; Art Mills, 
C. F. Luethi, 


was made up of H. P. Little, 


UAL; Tom Hardin, 


Brown, Hanford; J. H. Roe, TWA; R. C. Young, EAL, and Ben Catlin, C& S. 











Future in Doubt 


Recently the Post Office Depart- 
ment made a report to Congress 
pursuant to law on the possibilities 
feeder routes. 
This report has not yet been made 
public but it is believed that it is | 
favorable to the continuance of | 
this type of service. 

Feeder Lines Started in 1938 

Feeder lines came into existence 
in 1938 as a result of an Act of 
Congress authorizing the Postmas- 
ter General to let contracts by 
competitive bidding. Under the 
terms of this law such air lines 
are not required to hold Certifi- 
cates of Convenience and Neces- 
sity under the Civil Aeronautics 
Act. They are, however, required 
to comply with Decision No. 83 





| covering pilots’ wages and hours. 


Pick-Up Device Is New Innovation 

The principal operators in this 
field are All-American Aviation, 
Incorporated, and Tri-State Avia- 
tion Corporation. Both of. these 
Companies have been using the 
Adams pick-up device which is a 
device for picking up and drop- 
ping mail without landing the air- 
craft. Both companies have ap- 
plied to the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority for a Certificate of Con- 
venience and Necessity but so far 


tiations 
| they were friendly and construc- 








Contract Signed 


On Penn-Central 


Employment contract negotia- 
tions on Penn-Central Airlines end- 
ed rather abruptly on April 22, 
1940 with the signing of an agree- 

ment. While it is true these nego- 
were rather extensive, 


tive throughout. At the final con- 
ference, which was merely a sign- 
ing formality, it was plainly evi- 
denced that both the officials and 
the pilots were highly pleased with 
their agreement. 
Seniority Troubles Began with 
Merging of Companies 

Seniority difficulties on this line 
have been long in evidence. This 
was no one’s fault as it was due 
primarily to the outgrowth of the 
cancellation of all air mail con- 
tracts on February 19, 1934. Dur- 
ing this period, the former com- 
pany, Pennsylvania Air Lines, lost 
its air mail contract. The success- 
ful bidder, Central Air Lines, 
formed a new paralleling opera- 
tion. Later, these two com- 
panies merged and the seniority 
troubles began. It is hoped that the 
seniority provisions in the contract 
will end these irksome difficulties 
once and for all. 








(Continued on Page 7, Col. 4) 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 3) 


pilgrimage to Washington 
Braniff; J. H. 
NWA; H. P. Little, UAL; 








Internal Forces 
Abrogate A.S.B. 


From April 11 to May 14 was a 
| strenuously busy time for the air 
line pilots. On April 11 the Pres- 
ident sent to Congress his Fourth 
Reorganization Order which, 
among other things, called for the 
abolishment of the Air Safety 
Board and the consolidating of all 
its independent functions together 
with those of the CAA in a so- 
called “Civil Aeronautics Board’ 
within the Department of Com- 
merce. What this really amounted 
to was the transferring of the 
regulatory control of civil flying 
back to the DOC in toto. No 
warning whatever was given and 
no one in the industry was con- 





sulted. To say that everyone was 
surprised and completely flabber- 
gasted is putting it extremely 
mildly. The nation’s press and 
the Air Line Pilots Association 
took immediate issue with the 
proposal. 


| Formidable Opposition 
| Forms Quickly 
| The fight started immediately 
| after the President issued his Re- 
ij organization Order No. 4. Strong 
opposition was quickly formed 
by the entire industry from top 
to bottom. Everyone fought ear- 
nestly and sincerely with the ex- 
ception of a few who gave only 
| passive resistance, indicating that 
| they could not come out in the 
open for fear of reprisals. This 
attitude was regarded regrettable 
by those who were really fighting 
| because when people will not 
fight for what they think is right, 
it represents a decay of the prin- 
ciples on which the American way 
of doing things is built. 
| House Defeats Plan No. 4 by 
| Plurality of 79 Votes 

The fight waxed hot. First, 
the proponents of Reorganization 
| Plan No. 4 said the criticism of 
| the critics of their plan was all 

“spinach.” Next, they denounced 
Ne: critics as “ignorant, gullible, 


(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1) 
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David L. Behncke........ Editor 


A-STRANGE-CHAIN-OF-EVENTS 


In 1926, civil flying and air transportation emerged from its 
swaddling clothes and gave promise of becoming an industry. It was 
evidenced that Federal regulatory control was necessary to the normal 
development and orderly progress of the business. Congress took cog- 
nizance and passed the Air Commerce Act of 1926 placing the control 
of civil aeronautics under the Department of Commerce. This politi- 
cally-controlled department of the government struggled with the prob- 
lem from 1927 until August 22, 1938 when the Civil Aeronautics Act 
was passed. 

During this period the political control of the Commerce Depart- 
ment changed from Republican to Democratic hands and the partisan 
broom was diligently applied, which didn’t = matters. The “on-the- 
record” performance of this era of politically involved perfunctory 
control of air transportation is not pleasant to look back upon. There 
were 130 fatal air line crashes and 146 pilots, 279 passengers, and 48 
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Glen Phares......... . Asst. Editor 








stewardesses and other nonrevenue passengers—a total of 473 persons 


—were killed during this period. 

During the years of 1935-36 an aroused Congress started working 
on the problem. Senator Pat McCarran and Congressman Clarence 
Lea ‘took the lead. Their efforts ended successfully with the passage 
of the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 creating an independent Air 
Safety Board and a new five-man air Authority. 

Immediately crashes diminished and then ceased. Now, the country 
justly boasts of a nonparalleled air safety record of more than 14 
months of unblemished performance without a death to pilot or pas- 
senger. 

a March 26, 1940, the President sent a warm message of com- | 
mendation and encouragement to the CAA, the entire Industry, and 
the public. It follows: 


“The news that our domestic air lines will on March 26 
complete an entire year of flying without a single fatal acci- 
dent is indeed gratifying. Will you please extend my heartiest 
congratulations to every last employee of the air lines—be he 
field boy, pilot, or president—and to your own personnel in the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority. 

“I am deeply impressed by reports submitted to me show- 
ing that during the year now closing, our domestic air lines 
have flown 87,325,145 revenue plane miles; carried 2,030,000 
passengers, flown 814,906,250 passenger miles, a truly remark- 
able aggregate. Looking behind this record, in which we can 
all take such pardonable pride, we find it has been achieved 
through co-operation and teamwork between the personnel of 
the air transport lines and workers in the Federal Govern- 
ment. I trust that this co-operation may continue with like 
satisfactory results through the years ahead.” 


Everyone rejoiced. They thought a new day had truly dawned. 
Their rejoicing was short-lived. 

On April 11, 1940, the President sent Reorganization Order No. 4 
to Congress stripping the CAA of its independence and placing the 
regulation of civil aeronautics back in the politically controlled Com- 
merce Department. Still more startling was his request that the Air 
Safety Board, the principal contributor to the world’s air safety rec- 
ord, be abolished. 

In short, the CAA’s independence, the independent air accident 
investigating functions of the Air Safety Board which are absolutely 
vital to air safety, were destroyed with one quick stroke of a pen, 
without seeking the counsel and advice of anyone in the business and 
vitally concerned. Is it any wonder that opposition flared instan- 
taneously? The entire Industry from top to bottom, the pilots, the 
mechanics, Labor, the air travelling public, the public generally, the 
nation’s press—all spoke in opposition with one voice, “Why not leave 
well enough alone?’ 

All this was not enough to appease the “gods of politics” and they 
had their way. 

Abraham Lincoln, the Great Emancipator, had much faith in pub- 
lic sentiment. “Public sentiment is everything,” said the great savior 
of the union. ‘‘With public sentiment nothing can fail; without it noth- 
ing can succeed.” The pilots believe that this fight will be taken up 
again at the proper time and that Abraham Lincoln’s faith in public 
sentiment will be vindicated. 

It has already been vindicated by the 232 Congressmen and 41 
Senators who voted for what was right and just, without fear of poli- 
tical reprisals, so that civil flying and air transportation would have a 
chance to go forward and take its rightful place in the commerce of 
the world. 

The hats of the winged men of the nation are off to the Senators 
and Congressmen who voted “Yea” for the passage of the McCarran- 
Lea resolutions to set aside Reorganization Order Number 4. 


NOW WAR CLOUDS LOOM. LOCAL PROBLEMS SHOULD 

BE MADE SECONDARY. THERE IS A BIGGER JOB TO BE DONE 
— THAT OF PROTECTING OUR GREATEST HERITAGE — OUR 
FREEDOM. TO SAY THAT WE ARE SAFB FROM THE DICTA- 
TOR-CONTROLLED WAR MACHINES OF EUROPE, BECAUSE OF 
ps ag OCEANS, IS A DANGEROUS PHILOSOPHY, IN- 
WE MUST PREPARE QUICKLY AND STAY PREPARED. 





EED. 
THERE IS NO OTHER WAY. 
—David L. Behncke. 


‘MEET THE BOYS FROM OLD NEW ENGLAND} 
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By PILOT F. P. KENDALL, Boston-Maine 


Way up here in New England 

Where the weather’s always fine, 

And folks, they say, are self-contained 
And saltier than brine, 

There dwells the band of aeronauts 
Who toil for Boston-Maine, 

And spend their spare time, normal-like, 
Just raisin’ kids and cain. 


Our council gathered t’other night 
And slipped a fast one over; 

Those pharisees made me their scribe 
And gave me hell, moreover, 

For bein’ such a flop to date— 

My pants were “full o’ lead”— 

I’d better ‘‘do some business or get off’’— 
That’s what they said. 

Now I can gossip all day long 

When the interphone is workin’— 
Just chinnin’, I mean, verbal-like, 
But I’ll bequeath my jerkin’ 

To any son who'll take this job 

Of council correspondent; 

’Twould spare the Editor some pain 
And make him less despondent. 


For lack of any newsy trivialities, and such, 
I’ll list our council characters,— 

(I’d best not list too much). 

SAM CHANDLER occupies our Chair 

For the ensuing year. 

He don’t need any licensed guide 

To take him to a deer. 

Sam’s tap-root fetches way down deep 
Somewheres ’round Norway, Maine; 

Give Sam his native state 

And dump the rest all down the drain. 

He’s eighteen inches ’tween the eyes, 

Can hold two quarts o’ beans 

Within the palm of either hand, 

And what’s mor j 
When Sam goes huntin’ catamounts, 
Bareheaded—can he roar? 

He'll sling a bung-hook up the mountain 
Eighty rod or more! 

I heard tell of that feller, once, 

Called Serge Rachmaninoff, 

But Sambo on his harpsichord 

Would cure your whoopin’ cough! 


DON STUART swung our gavel 
During nineteen thirty-nine; 

He banged it like an eight-pound sledge 
And all hands got in line, 

And showed us at the meetings 

Every time Don dropped his hat,— 

In fact, we came increasingly 

To know where we were at. 

A. few years back Don crossed the seas 
And sojourned with the Turks; 

In course of which he gave old Kemal Mustapha 
The works. 

The rate at which the old Pasha 

Went western after that 

Made every good Mohammedan 

Hang right onto his hat. 


Our STAFFORD SHORT’S a tall green owl 

Who loves a good cheroot— 

Ning stogier the better if, to boot, 
s black as soot. 

A pn co Hite of prime tabac, 

And lobsters, yea, and clams, 

It takes a barrel o’ them things 

To roughen Shorty’s cams. 

His nom de plume’ s “Mahoney” 

Around A-M-27 

Saint Pete will be a busy boy 

When Shorty gets to heaven. 


Right here I’ll sandwich in a word 
About A. V. R. MARSH. 

Al had a job once most of us 
Considered fairly harsh— 

He used to go aloft each morn 
’Round three or four o’clock, 

To get the daily bead on what 

The weather held in stock. 

One morn he rose into the soup, 
Hard by the hangar door, 

A-figurin’ to top the stuff 

At sixteen thou’ or more. 

The top was somewhere else, 

But Al picked up a load o’ data— 
(It wasn’t quite the kind 

You’d want to save to turn in later). 
About that time the help below 

Set up some frenzied shouts,— 

“The ceilin’s down around our ears 
And so are all the outs!” 

Al took a drag of oxygen 

And headed west north west— 
“Just keep on playin’ ¢ards,” says he, 
“And give all hands my best— 
And tell that forecaster from me 
The general trend is lousy-— 

I’ve got an out tucked up my sleeve— 
I’m hungry—an’ I’m drowsy.” 

Al spied his out and volplaned down, 
All coated up with rime, 

And decked the Fairchild in a spot 
























(Continued on Page 4, Columns 4 and 5) 








“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
final check.’ 





In Constant Memoriam 





Active 


Acciden 
Adams, John B.—U. A. ¥ 
Anderson, Lloyd—U. A. L. 
Andert, Paul A.—U. A. L. 
Barron, ~~ P wen dr.—A. A. 
Bickford, 
Bigelow, Ed. AT. A. 
Blom, Edwin W.—U. x L. 
Bogen, W. L.—W. A. E. 
Bohnet, Frederick L.—T. W. A. 
Bolton, Harvey F.—T. W. A. 
Bontrager, C. M.—R. A. L. 
Borchers, *Adrian—P. A. A. 
Bowen, J. E.—T. W. A. 
Bowen, Lewis L.—B. A. 
Brandon, James L.—U. A. L. 
Briggs, Francis W.—A. A. 
Broughton, D. E.—U. A. L. 
Brunk, Paul 8.—P. A. A. 
Bucher, Charles L.—P. A. A. 
Chamberlain, Cassius B.—N. W. 
Cohn, Hanley G.— A. 8. 
Cope, Alonzo—Marine arene 
Cox, Floyd—Ludin 
Davis, Alfred W.— 4% L 
Davis, Douglas—E. A. L. 
DeCesare, Frank—Panagra 
De Cesaro, Joseph ~— ALL 
Dietz, Stuart G.—E. L. 
Dixon, Andrew, Jr. - A. L. 
Dunn, Stephen—Panagra 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 
Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 
George, Hal—T. W. A. 
Grover, R. Boyd—v. A. L. 
Haid, Arthur A.—N. W. 
Hale, S. H.—E. A. L. 
Hallgren, W. A —A. A. 
Hill, George W.—A. A. 
Holbrook, Clyde M.—A. A. 
Holsenbeck, W. M.—P. A. A. 
Jamieson, Ww. L.—E. A. L. 
Jones, Lloyd E.—U. A. L. 
Kelsey, Harold J.—A. A. 
Kincanon, Ted N.—A. A. 
King, Geor B.—P. A. A. 
Komdat, Albert C.—E. A. L. 
Lewis, Harr C.—T. W. A. 
Livermore, wre Ww. 
Lucas, Al—W. 
Lucas, dF 
Lynn, John B.—C. & S. A. L. 
MeMickle, Harold—Panagra 
Malick, Forrest E.—U. A. L. 
Mamer, Nick B.—N. W. 
Marshall, Gerald V.—A. A. 
Merrifield, Austin S.—U. A. L 
Montee, Ralph—T. W. A. 
Montijo, John G.—V. A. T. 
Morgan, Howard R.—T. W. A 
Mossman, Russell C.—C.&S.A.L. 
Neff, Harold—U. A. L. 
Noe, Earl J.—T. W. A. 
Norby, Raymond B.—N. W. 
Odell, M. T.—A. A. 
Owens, Clifford P.—W. A. E. 
Paschal, A.—P. A. A. 
Person, ’ Addison G.—P. A. A. 
Potter, Norman W.—U. A. L. 
Pursley, C. H.—Panagra 
 econgg R. W.—U. A. L. 
£8, ’ Russell S.—A. A. 
obbins, Wm. J. B.—A. A. 
Sean ohn A.—K. L. M. 
Rousch, Chas. W.—N. W. 
Rust, F. H.—A. A. 
Salisbury, Hervey M.—T. W. A. 
Sandblom, J. V.—C. he 
Sauceda, a. M.—P. A. 
Sharpnack, J. WWW. A. L. 
Sheets, Don W.—Pana a 
Foo ge soatee C e % —W. A. E. 
upple, Ro 
Tarrant, Harold RU. ang L. 
Terletzky, 2 
Thompson st g a: L. 
Underweed ‘Santora L—A. A. 
Vance, Claire K.—U. A. 
Waldron, Joe—A. ~ 
Walker, M. A.—P A. 
Wallace, Clyde w. *t. W. A. 
Weatherdon, Edwin—A. A. 
est, F. W.—N. 


Wieselmayer, Otto—P. A. i“ 

Williamson, P. B.—E. A. 

Worthen, John A.—W. Wwe 
A. L. 


Zeier, Carl F.—C. & s. 
Natural 


Blomgren, Lloyd I.—A. A. 

Cochrane, Robert M.—U. A. L. 

Fife, John A.—C, A. 

Hohag, R. J.—N. W. 

McConaughey, Ira M.—A. A. 

Phelps, Henry T.—P. A. A. 

Swanson, Axel—A. A. 
Inactive 

Anderline, Frank W. 

Barr, Julius 

Burford, Dean W. 

Caldwell, G. Q. 


Shelton, Boyd M. 
Stark, Howard Cc, 
Veblen, E. H. 
Walbridge, Donald C. 
Wheaton, Harold H. 
Whittemore, Fred W. 
Wolf, John F, 
Willey, Sidney L. 

Waiting List 
Brock, hale 8s. 
Kiser, Dani 

+ 


Bowne, Leave . 
Hays, Geor 
Keadie, Fl wa E. 
Rhiner, L. 
Honorary 
Rogers, Will 
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S CONGRESSIONAL “ACES” FIGHT 
FOR AIR CONTROL INDEPENDENCE 
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PAT McCARRAN 


Senator Pat McCarran of Nevada and Congressman Clarence Lea 
of California have long been outstanding for their interest in civil aero- 
nautics and accident investigation legislation. 
in the proposition that the country’s civil flying- and air transportation 
must be controlled by a federal regulatory agency created by Congress 


CLARENCE LEA 


They are both believers 





perform quasi-legislative and quasi-judicial functions with the neces- 
ry independence to do a job free from political ascendancy and from 


ail other retarding influences whatsoever. 


» work drafting, and later secured 


Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938. The wisdom of this legislation is amply | 
reflected by the world’s air safety record that has been established ned, 


Several years ago they set 
the passage of such a law — the | 


the Air Safety Board and Civil Aeronautics Authority started functioning 
—-more than 14 months of unblemished performance without a fatality to 


a pilot or passenger. 


|MMEDIATELY ENTERED THE FRAY TO LEAD THE FIGHT | 


When the President’s Reorganization Order IV threatened to abol- 
ish the Air Safety Board and destroy the independence of the Civil 


Aeronautics Authority amounting to 


to lead the fight. 


the devitalizing of the entire setup, 


} Senator McCarran and Congressman Lea immediately entered the fray 
The current reverse is considered by these stalwarts to 


be just another round in the terrific struggle that has been going on for 
years—the struggle to free federal regulatory control of civil flying and 
air transportation from a control that has been fraught with political 
interference, petty squabbling, inefficiency, clashing personalities, appoint- 
ment of improperly-qualified officials, and all other harmful influences 
that have been so prevalent in the past—to place such control on a plane 
above and beyond all this so that civil flying and air transportation could 


go forward unhampered and take its 


rightful place in the industrial and 


national defense structure of our country. 
BOTH SPOKE OVER NATIONWIDE HOOKUP 
Both Senator McCarran and Congressman Lea spoke over a nation- 
wide hookup of the National Broadcasting Company during the Air 
Safety Board and Civil Aeronautics Authority controversy. Their feel- 
ings in the matter are expressed in their addresses, the high light excerpts 


of which follow: 





SENATOR McCARRAN’S 
Address on May 13, 1940 
. | 
“The Senate is now debating an | 
issue of transcendent importance 
to the welfare of our country. To- | 


orrow (Tuesday) it will vote on| of its unfortunate government set- | 
|ting and place it on a basis of 
| efficient stabilized regulation. This 


that issue. 

“The issue is: Shall the Civil 
Aeronautics Authority be  pre-| 
served as an independent agency 


of Government, or shall the regu- 
ition and development of the 

creat civil aviation industry be re- 

turned to the mercies of the Com- 
1erce Department? 

House Backs CAA 
“The 
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7 condemning the sug- 
Ghat the regulation and de- 
ént of civil aviation be re- 
turned to an executive department. 

“The air lines, and the air line 
pilots, those brave boys who sit at 
the controls of the magnificent 
1ew liners of the air, join in the 
icclaim of the record which the 
‘ivil Aeronautics Authority has 
nade since it was formed in 1938 
ind plead that that record shall 
not be disturbed. The thousands of 
miscellaneous operators and the 
private fiyers from coast to coast 
have vigorously voiced the demand 
that civil aviation be left alone to 
develop as it has been developing 


Civil Aeronautics 

created. 

CAA Set Up After 20 Bitter. Years 
“Civil aviation is daily becoming 

a matter of more immediate and 

intimate concern to every one of 

us. Last year the air lines carried 


Authority was 


| departmental 


CONGRESSMAN LEA’S 
Address on May 4, 1940 
“The Civil Aeronautics 


1938 was the culmination of a 


two-year fight to lift aviation out | 


result was accomplished after a 
two-year fight against government 
interference with 
legislative action by Congress. 
Each department concerned was 
determined on continuing its im- 


| provident control divided among 
|several agencies of the 
de mspl. Lhe , fi 


govern- 
ht for the Civil 





Uniformed 


Pilots’ 


Capitol 


Hill Efforts 


To Protect Air Safety, Irk White House 





President Said— 


With a blast of caustic language 
at his critics, charging that ignor- 
ance, gullibility, or politics were 
behind their efforts, President 
Roosevelt flatly declared at a press 
conference on the afternoon of 
April 30, 1940, that he was stand- 
ing behind his Reorganization Or- 
der No. 4 to abolish the Air Safety 
Board and to place the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority under the De- 
partment of Commerce. At the 
same press conference he gave out 
a prepared statement which fol- 
lows: 


“Since the transmittal of reor- 
ganization plans Nos. 3 and 4, a 
flood of misinformation has en- 
gulfed those sections dealing with 
the Civil Aeronautics Authority. 
Much of this has fallen of its own 
absurdity and needs no comment. 
This morning, however, we saw a 
group of well-intentioned people 
staking out an exclusive claim to 
a so-called ‘Lobby to Save Lives.’ 





| 
Answer Compelled 


“The implication that we are 
not interested in saving lives, 
which is certainly contradicted by 
the record of our progress in civil 
aviation during recent years, com- 
pels me to restate in simple terms 
the basic features of the reorgani- | 
zation plans affecting the Civil | 
Aeronautics Authority. 


“T might say here that every- 
body is for the abstract idea of re- 
organization in the interest of in- 
creased efficiency and economy. 
However, there is a rather discour- 
aging collapse of enthusiasm when 
concrete proposals are made. In 
selfish protection of their own spe- 
cial interests we always find par- 
ticular groups who hitherto fa- 
vored reorganization arising 
protest. 

Study Lasted Five Months 

“As it now stands, there are 
three agencies—the Civil Aeronau- | 
tics Five-Member Authority, the | 
Administrator, and the Air Safety 








Act of | 


Board — all autonomous groups, | 
none of them represented at the 
Cabinet table. The inherent prob- | 
lems confronting them were in-| 
|tensified by friction, particularly | 
within the Air Safety Board. 





trative management division of | 
the Budget Bureau made a study 
| at my request of the operation of 
the Authority. 
| that a change was imperative if 
| we were to continue to move,for- 
| ward in civil aviation. 
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Pilots’ Answer— 


Roosevelt’s 
those who oppose his plan to abol- 
ish the 
transfer 
Authority back to the Department 
of Commerce, Captain 
Behncke, president of the Air Line | 
Pilots Association, issued a state- 
ment defending his organization’s 
stand in this vital matter. 


Lives,’” Captain Behncke said: 


It became obvious | 


| 








Immediately following President 
statement assailing 
Air 
the 


Safety Board and 
Civil Aeronautics 


David L. 





Refer- 
ring to the President’s réference | 
to a “so-called ‘Lobby to Save 


“The pilots are not in Washing- 


ton to enter into controversy with 
the President or anyone else. They 


ard here in the interest of saving | 
lives. They are not schooled in| 
politics. | 

“They are schooled in flying and | 
know what is necessary to make | 
air transportation safe. They| 
learned about this the hard way ; | 
146 of their number met death in | 
air crashes while the Department | 
of Commerce had control of civil | 
flying and air transportation. There | 
were 130 fatal air line crashes and 
146 pilots, 279 passengers, and 48 | 
stewardesses and other nonrevenue | 
passengers—a total of 473 persons 
—were killed during this period. | 

“The pilots, the Industry, and I 
am sure, the air-traveling public | 
does not want aviation put back | 


| under the control of the govern- | 


ment department that made this | 
kind of a record. Stripped to the 
bone, this is the issue. 
World’s Air Safety Record Made | 
Under Air Safety Board 


“The pilots have not implied lack | 
of interest on the part of anyone | 
in saving lives. On the contrary | 
that is what the argument is about. | 

“Let us not forget that the| 
world’s air safety record which is 
being eulogized, was not made| 
when the Department of Com- | 
merce regulated civil flying and in- | 
vestigated accidents. It was made 
after Federal regulatory control of | 


| the Industry was wrenched by an 


aroused Congress from the politi- 
cally-involved and perfunctory con- 
trol of the Department of Com- 
merce, and placed under the new 
Civil Air Authority and the Air 
Safety Board. 


“For five months the adminis- | Lobby Made Up of Million- 


Mile Veterans 


“The so-called ‘Lobby To Save 
Lives’ is made up of eleven vet- 
erans of the airways who represent 
the pilots that have established the 
s air safety record which 
the milestone of a year’s 
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proposal: 





R.- Despite handicaps, the Re 
|eral program for civil aeronsiiti¢ 


| has now achieved a stature a 
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this program more close 


| “Here in simple summary, jg the} 


re | 












an importance which justify Smimg-! 


+ performance on March 26, 
To set this record they flew 
£5,145 miles and _ carried 
,817 passengers without a 
le fatality. Since that date they 
| added another month of un- 
shed performance to this rec- 
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thing accomplished by the Act was 
to take its various features out of 
departmental control and place it 
within the regulations of an inde- 
pendent agency in the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority. A second pur- 
pose was to place its rate making 
under a_ scientific, nonpolitical 
group. Another great purpose was 
to establish an independent Safety 
Board to investigate accidents and 
promote air safety. The need of an 
independent group for this pur- 
pose was demonstrated beyond 
question. The lack of it was a fatal 
mistake in the old setup. <A fun- 
damental purpose was to destroy a 
system of self-investigation under 
which the agencies in control were 
in a position to whitewash acci- 
dents for which they might be re- 
sponsible. In other words we trans- 
ferred the agency from a self-in- 
vestigation agency to one of inde- 
pendent functions. It could fear- 
lessly investigate where the Au- 
thority itself might be responsible 
for neglects or regulations, against 








(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) 
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“2. The present five 
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his group which is now in 
whington pleading for the pres- 
ion of the Air Safety Board 
the independence of the new 
Aeronautics Authority, is 
e up almost entirely of million- 
pilots. They are pleading with 
























oma. The function of investigat- 
im@ accidents is transferred to the 
mil Aeronautics Board which, 
ke the present Air Safety 
rd, will not be helpless to take 
tive steps toward preventing 
recurrence of accidents. Un- 
the Air Safety Board, the 
wil Aeronautics Board will have 
power to prescribe air safety 
files, regulations, and standards, 
r to suspend or revoke cer- 
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ependence of accident investi- 
ion, but it also makes possible 
bmpt translation of findings into 
ective action. 




















‘5. Not only are we advancing 
cause of air safety by these 
anges but we will also realize 
Ppreciable savings. Several high- 
f paid positions on the Air Safety 
bard will be eliminated and other 
onomies made possible.” 











their Congressmen and Senators 
because they know that Congress 
was right when it passed the Civil 
Aeronautics Act in 1938, bringing 
into being the Air Safety Board 
and the new Air Authority. 


Represent Men at the Controls 


“They know that the greatest 
single factor in bringing about 
present safety in flying has been 
the Air Safety Board. Can they be 
blamed for not wanting to turn 
back to the old order? Certainly 
they should know. They represent 


| all of the pilots that fly on Ameri- 
| ca’s air network the most extensive 
| in the world. The eleven pilots now 


in Washington represent the men 
at the controls of the country’s air 
liners who pleaded through the 
years for the protection they now 
have in the Air Safety Board. 
“It was not until this protection 
was granted by Congress that 
crashes diminished and then ceased. 
These are the men that have faith 
that Congress will not reverse it- 
self and let civil aviation go back 
to control by the Department of 
Commerce. They have been well 
received by their Congressmen and 
Senators who have listened atten- 
tively to what these veterans have 
to say because their earnest and 


|sincere story is the why of the 


world’s safety record that has been 
established. 


“Why Not Leave Well 
Enough Alone?” 


“They are not alone in their 
position. It is unanimous. The en- 
tire Industry is asking with one 
voice. ‘Why not leave well enough 
alone?’ To this voice is being 


|added that of the air-traveling 


public because, where lives are in- 
volved, people have a long mem- 
ory. 

Public Told Change Is in 


Interest of Economy 


“We are told that abolition of 
the Air Safety Board and the 
transfer of an emasculated author- 
ity to the Department of Com- 
merce is proposed in the-name of 
| efficiency and economy. What it 
| all adds up to is to destroy the Air 
Safety Board and the independ- 
ence of the new Air Authority 
| that together have brought a new, 
struggling Industry out of a period 
|of terrible chaos the record of 
| Which has been blazed across hun- 
dreds of pages of legislative air 
safety investigating committee rec- 
ords and unforgettably imprinted 
on the minds of the American 
people. 


It Isn’t Politics, It’s Preservation 


Of Human Life 


“It would place the situation 
right back where we started from 
under the control of the politically- 
involved Department of Commerce. 
Need more be said? It is not poli- 
tics so far as the pilots are con- 
cerned. It is facts — irrefutable 
facts involving the preservation of 
human life.” 











DOUGLASS STAGES 
COMEBACK 





Excerpt from letter recently 
received from Paul Reeder, 
Chairman Council No, 34, UAL, 
Oakland. 


“George Douglass probably 
won’t report on his own physical 
condition but his many friends 
over the country may be inter- 
ested in knowing that he staged 
a remarkable recovery from the 
automobile accident of over a 
year and a half ago which kept 
him out of the schedule for so 
long. At that time his back was 
seriously injured and it was only 
great gobs of determination that 
got him on his feet at all. At 
any rate, after being out of the 
schedule for just a few days 
short of a year, he finally came 
back in schedule between Oak- 
land and Salt Lake January 1, 
1940. We are all happy to have 
him back and so are more than 
glad to report that he has taken 
the job as news correspondent 
for this council.” 
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SHERIDAN — LEDBETTER — CARMELL... 





. . face “mike” in the battle to save the Air Safety Board and the independence of the Civil 
Aeronautics Authority. Due to limited space, it is obviously not possible to reprint the radio 
addresses in their entirety of all three speakers, namely, H. W. Sheridan, AA Pilot; Durward 
W. Ledbetter, AA Pilot; and Daniel D. Carmell, Chief Counsel for ALPA. The high lights of 


their remarks follow. 





SHERIDAN’S Address 
Over WCFL, Chicago 
On April 27. 


“T’ll bet ten thousand dollars 
that you have wondered once or 
twice what happened to the air 
line crashes. Did we just run out 
of airplanes or what happened? It 
was kind of funny the way they 
stopped all at once. 

“Tt seems a very long time ago, 
but really it was only a little 
while ago, as you can prove by 
looking up your newspaper files, 
when air liners were cracking up 
one right after the other. 
newspapers just left two headlines 
set up in the composing rooms; 
one reading ‘Air Liner Lost’ and 
the other ‘Air Liner Found — All 
Dead.’ All that air lines could 
make was the front page and a lot 
of deficits. Publicity got so bad 
that a man could get a concession 
from his creditors by just threat- 
ening to take a journey in the at- 
mosphere. 

If a Man Knows That He Can 
Pass the Buck, He May 
Get Careless 

“Two things caused the mess 
we were in; one was passing the 
buck and the other was pressure 
on the pilots. Let’s put it simply— 
if a man knows that no matter 
what happens he can pass the buck 
to someone else, he may get care- 
less or he may take a chance now 
and then; and pressure on the 
pilots had its roots in the desire to 
have a greater operating record 
than a competing line and it took 
the form of a mild preference 
toward pilots “who would get 
through in spite of weather and 
other handicaps thus demonstrat- 
ing their superior personal ability. 

“Then all at once the crashes 
stopped. Not gradually, but in- 
stantly, like turning off a faucet. 
This was a miracle, when you con- 
sider that it was the same bunch 
of pilots, the same routes, the 
same radio, and exactly the same 
airplanes. 

They Pinned the Burr on the 
Man Responsible 

“Then Congress created the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority — an 
independent and nonpolitical 
board of five men—and the three- 
man Air Safety Board. When a 
crash happened, this latter Board 
went to the scene and re-enacted 
the affair with a similar airplane. 
They pinned the purr on the man 
responsible who had no intention 
of causing any accident, of course, 
and published their findings and 
the evidence. 

In Reorganizing, the Air Safety 
Board Disappears 

“Now, the air line pilots need 
that Air Safety Board just as 
much as they ever did. Down in 
Washington they are reorganizing 
some offices because they have 
built some new building and they 
don’t want to waste any space, 
and in the shuffle,the Air Safety 
Board disappears. The whole air 
control business goes back to poli- 


The | 





LEDBETTER’S Address 
Over WSM, Nashville 
On April 25. 


‘“‘What I have to say is of vital 
interest to every American and 
that’s the reason a man whose 
business is to fly in the air, pre- 
sumes to use the air tonight in this 
manner. The air line pilots, due to 
the nature of their work are not 
easily excitable. Yet only a few 
days ago when the President an- 
nounced his Fourth Reorganiza- 
tion Plan, the pilots of America 
were not only startled—they were 
flabbergasted, for this Fourth Re- 
organization Plan abolishes the Air 
Safety Board and strips the new 
air authority of its identity and in- 
dependence. It also proposes that 
air accident investigations and 
civil air regulation generally, be 
placed back under the Department 
of Commerce. j 
Cites Deplorable Record Under 
Department of Commerce 
Regulation 

“During the period the Depart- 
ment of Commerce formerly regu- 
lated the country’s air transporta- 


tion network, 473 persons lost 
their lives in air crashes. 146 of 
these were air line pilots. The 


ranks of the air line pilots were 
being thinned at the startling rate 
of 1 every 28 days. Their passen- 
gers were meeting death averaging 
1 every 15 days. The crash-scared 
public was afraid to ride. This re- 
sulted in large losses of revenue 
to the industry and progress was 
stymied. 
Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 
Created Independent Regulation 
“Finally in 1938, the new Civil 
Aeronautics Act was passed re- 
moving the control of civil aero- 
nautics from the Department of 


| partment 


| visions of the act was the creation 


|gating accidents 


Commerce and separating the| 
functions of investigating acci-| 
dents and making recommenda-| 


tions as to what should be done to | 


prevent recurrences. 
“The air line pilots recommend- 
ed the creation of an air safety 


board which was to be completely | 


independent of the regulation-mak- 


ing divisions of the Authority. The|| 


sole duty of this board being, with-| 
out influence of any kind, to in-! 
vestigate accidents with the view) 
of preventing recurrences, and 


then to make recommendations to)! j 


the Authority which would tend to 
prevent accidents and increase air 
safety. 

World Air Safety Record 
Established 

“Now let’s look at the record 
since the Air Safety Board took, 
over. There has not been a pilot 
death on our country’s air lines in 
the past 17 months nor a passen- 
ger fatality in more than a year. 
A world air safety’ record. 

“The pilots are not quarreling 
with anybody. All they are trying 
to do is a good job so that Ameri- 
can air transportation may con- 
tinue to be number one in world 
flying. It is only plain common 
sense not to want to tamper with 





(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1) 








(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1) 


'CARMELL’S Address 





Over WCEL, Chicago 
On May 4. 


“American minds, American 
skill, and American pilots are to- 
day responsible for the fact that 
the air lines in the United States 
are the safest in the world. 

“Before the year 1938, the 
Commerce Department of the 
United States was in charge of air 
safety. Every politician who knew 
anybody else was able to get his 
friends to take care of this or that 
in the Commerce Department. 
Every time there was a fatal acci- 





dent on the air lines, it was always | 
blamed on pilot’s error. The dead | 
pilot, of course, could not answer. | 


| 


Department of Commerce 
Removed From Aviation 
Control 

“During the winter months of | 
1935 and 1936, sixty-seven persons 
lost their lives in air crashes. Con- | 
gress was taking serious note of | 
the situation and legislation was | 
demanded to prevent butchery. | 
The Air Line Pilots Association | 
headed by its president, Mr. | 
David L. Behncke, waged a battle | 
for this and as a result, Congress | 
passed the Civil Aeronautics Act, | 
which removed from the Com-| 
merce Department all control over 
aviation. The Civil Aeronautics 
Authority was an independent de- 
created to handle all 
aviation problems. 

“One of the most important pro- | 


of a three-man Air Safety Board, 
charged with the duty of investi- 
and making 
recommendations for the avoid- 
ance of future accidents. 








(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1) 









(Continued from Page 2) 
No bigger than a dime. 
Now landin’ on a dime 
Ain’t so extraordinary strange; 
The point is bein’ able 
To collect that nine cents change. 


We’ve got a lad, one FREDDY LORD, 
A second Marco Polo; 

In fact, I think that Fred’s the bird 
Who taught Polo to solo. 

Around the Horn a dozen times 

By jammin’ wind and steamin’— 

He swam around the damn thing twice 
(Once on his back just dreamin’). 

I may not have this all quite straight, 
I’d shy at swearin’ to it; 

But notwithstanding, anneehoo, 
Methinks young Fred could do it. 


ROD COTE’S charm springs from the fact 
Of his bi-lingual gift. 

In Montreal Rod’s on the ball 

And helps correct for drift. 

In pure Parisienne French 

Or plain Canadian patois 

He’s handy with the idioms, like 
Kess-ka-say-ka-sah? 

Dites-donc, tu sais, je pense que oui— 
C’est beau, comme-si comme-ca; 

C’est beau? Mais non, c’est magnifique 
Et epatant, je crois! 


We have among our membership 
A philosophic gent,— 

CHARLES EMERSON—a citizen 
Who always pays his rent. 

His stature’s as misleadin’ 

As the European news. 

(Joe Louis don’t know Charlie 
Else he’d shake within his shoes) 
Now Charlie says that mountains 
Are just mole-hills in disguise 
Just work along and hoe them beans 
And never mind the flies. 


HAYNES WHEELER is a Maine-iac 
Whose game of golf is famous. 

It takes a cop and three marines 

Armed with writs of mandamus 

To keep Haynes ’round the air line 
From the spring right through the fall— 
He’s like the famous little man 

Who wasn’t there at all. 





JOHN GRIFFIN went to Florida 

And spent nine hundred bucks. 

He didn’t go a-fishin’ 

And he didn’t shoot no ducks,— 
John’s just a comely bachelor, by God, 
And by profession; 

When he says he “just laid around” 
That’s tantamount to confession. 


We’ve one inactive member, 

Sort of on the council shelf 

Since he became Chief Pilot, 

Namely, HAZEN BEAN, himself. 

Since Beanie swapped his bonnet 

For the chapeau trimmed with brass 

He’s been too goldarned occupied 

(To give his new Buick a proper road-test) 
For fishin’ and good relaxation 

Squam Lake beats the whole creation. 


Three aspirants complete our list 

And, doubtless, in due course 

We'll send their applications in 

Without the least remorse. 

AYRES CHAVES, a lad whose ancestors 
Were Privateers, withal, 

(Or just plain pirates, I suspect, 

Who never muffed a haul) 

LLOYD HAZEN—there’s a pithy boy— 
Right fertile for his age— 

Whose radius of action would 

Fill up another page. 

PETE DANA is the rearmost guard 

Of this here cavaleade— 

A young protector of the faith 

With whom a spade’s a spade. 

Give Pete two years before the mast 
On schooner, bark, or clipper 

And he’ll wind up upon the Bridge,— 
Here’s where I close the zipper. 


“Meet The Boys—”’ 


PROTESTORS—. To 8., PILots “DUKE” LEDBETTER, AA; RAY T. ELSMORE, WAE; DAVID L. BEHNCKE, PRES- 

IDENT, ALPA; PILOTS H. P. LITTLE, UAL; ROBERT FORD, PAA; AND R. C, YOUNG, EAL, PIC- 
TURED BROADCASTING THEIR REPLY OVER WOL IN WASHINGTON ON MAY 8 TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S ATTACK ON 
THEIR LOBBY AGAINST THE ABOLISHMENT OF THE AIR SAFETY BOARD AND THE TRANSFERRING OF THE INDEPEN- 
DENT FUNCTIONS OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS AUTHORITY BACK TO THE POLITICALLY-CONTROLLED DEPARTMENT 
OF COMMERCE. FOLLOWING A FIVE-MINUTE OPENING STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT BEHNCKE, ALL MADE EXCELLENT 


SHORT TALKS TOTALING FIFTEEN MINUTES. 
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the effects on the mind and body 
Sof the diminished partial pressure 
or 
while in flight at high altitudes. 
All of the tissue of the body, par- 
ticularly the nervous tissue, is ex- 


ot 








i tainous regions of the Andes, Alps, 
Sand 

i transporting the human body by 
jarplane within a few minutes to 
is milar altitudes cannot help but 
have marked effects on the mind 
and body. 
ing capacity of the human to ad- 
just himself to sudden changes in 
the environment, whether it be ex- 
tremes in temperature, in humid- 
lity, in ionization, or breaking into 


a 
n 
for 
relatively close to sea level. There 


body 


ithe body depends, such as water, 
sugar, or salt. It is quite true that 
millions of people have become ac- 


¥ 


) barometric 
snould 
ithe effects of the rarefied air on 
j}his own mind and body as he un- 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 


Five 








I. INTRODUCTION 


This report is concerned with 


dearth of oxygen encountered 


remely sensitive to a diminished 
mount of oxygen. The develop- 
ent of the human organism has, 
the most part, taken place 
no storage of oxygen in the 
is the case with other 
substances upon which 


as 


-hemical 


imatized to altitudes as high as 
000 to 14,000 feet in the moun- 
the 


Himalayas. However, 


In spite of the amaz- 


ns or atoms of the air, or in 
pressure, the airman 
understand all phases of 





rstands the same effects on the 


motors. The eventual success of 
jair transportation, in competition | 
with other means of travel, de-| 


i} pends, among other things, upon 
the maintenance 





of a relatively | 
yrmal, healthy working mind and | 


f ody, both in the flight personnel | 


id the passengers, during and at 


z 1e end of each flight. 
Zones of Comfort, Discomfort, 
| And Physically Unbearable 


The airman is subjected to a 
wide range of stimuli or influences 


There is not only a much | 


greater range of magnitude of | 
muli, but also many entirely | 
ew stimuli are encountered while 
flight. In the operation of his 


ship he must attempt to maintain 
a sense of well-being in his pass- 
engers, and a sense of fitness and 
alertness in himself. 


It is possible 


i to plot the effect of any stimulus 








and 
boundary 
discomfort has been termed “‘psy- 


_ 


> 


to zones of comfort, discomfort, 
physically unbearable. The 
between comfort and 
since the 


.ological,”’ or mental, 


effects are, for the most part, only | 


mild. As the magnitude or the 
stimuli increase, however, a sec- 
ond boundary is soon reached— 
the ‘physiological’ or physical 
vundary, where human efficiency 
is markedly impaired. In flying, | 

border line of discomfort is 
approached when the ship rolls 


ore than 5 degrees; when accel- 
ation exceeds 9.1 
noise exceeds 85 
which sound 


decibels 
is 


ALTITUDE AND THE AIRMAN SPIES & KEYHOLE 


First installment of the article, “Altitude and the Airman,” writ- 
ten by Dr. Ross A. McFarland, and abstracted by Dr. Ralph Greene. | 
Succeeding installments will appear 


| Reviewed First 


| onment at high altitude will be re- 
i which may affect his comfort and | 
| well-being as soon as he leaves the | 

ground. 


g.; when the} 
(units | 
measured) ; | 


when the vibration is greater than | 


08 of an inch; when the heat 
above 75° F. and the cold is be- 
w 65° F.; when the ventilation 
below 30 cubic feet per min- 
te; when the altitude exceeds 
),000 feet; and when the rate of 
scent is above 200 feet per min- 
ute. Pilots may be able to stand 
e stimuli all the way out to the 
1ysiological or body zone for 
ort periods of time, while pass- 
ers may begin to complain at 
e psychological or mental zone. 


ee 


tin 4 ct 








lution of Problems Lies in 
evelopment of Supercharged 
abins 

With the possible exception of 
fate of descent and altitude, most 
the above factors have been 
ought well within the so-called 
mfort zone. Their elimination 

unpleasant aspects of flying 
ll soon be brought about by the 
skill of technical engineering. The 
most important physical elements 
which remain to be controlled ap- 
pear to be the physical and men- 
tal impairment resulting from the 
lack of oxygen available for the 
body at high altitude and the ac- 
tion of sudden changes in bar- 


oe 


a 
W 









ometric pressure on the eardrum 
of the middle ear. These two 
problems are also intimately tied 


oxygen alone, therefore, 








ON THE RECORD 





MEN REPORT 
in following issues. | ——— 


up with engineering skill, for their Comal fe tf: teloee 


solution lies in the development of | S , 
“ : . | St. Louis, Mo. 
supercharged cabins. This equip- 
ment, however, will not be avail- | 
able for some time, and many | 
doubt the practicability of such | re oe ” elusory about the 
procedures for flights of short| ume Dave writes, saying that we 
pa | are facing a deadline on the news. 
: | If you were to believe them you 
Extensive Studies Made From | would get the general impression 
Mountain Expeditions, |that nothing had happened to 
War Pilots, and Literature | them, that nothing is happening to 
Physiologists have been interest-| them, and that nothing is likely to 
ed in the effects of high altitudes| happen to them that would make 
for many years. A number of| news for this column. When fac- 
studies have been made during| ing a situation such as this I think 
acclimatization on mountain expe-| the poor correspondent is justified 
ditions. In the Alps extensive in-|in using the spy and/or keyhole 
vestigations have been carried out| system. I have been forced to re- 
by scientists. Studies have been| sort to both systems in order to 
made at very high altitudes in the| glean any news at all for this 
Himalayas. Also, a great deal of |month’s column, From one of my 
information is available from the| spies down in Springfield, Missou- 
experiments of the physiologists; ri, comes the news that Downing, 
and psychologists who selected the | having bought all the land sur- 
pilots for altitude flying during| rounding that fair city, is now 
the World War. Finally, there is| buying up all the available live- 
an extensive literature dealing|stock in the vicinity. The last 
with many specialized aspects of | buying spree included ten Guern- 
the effects of oxygen lack based | sey calves and a race horse. Hav- 
upon experiments at sea level in| ing heard the report from another 
low pressure chambers, with re- 


of my spies that Downing had 
breathing devices and with large| signed up with one of the local 
breathing bags. Although the data| dairies for some dual on the art 
from all of these sources are rele-| of milking, I managed to get to 
vant, the results should be checked | the keyhole in time to witness the 
during actual flights. Recently| first lesson. Our Chairman ap- 
such a series of experiments has | proached the first cow in the line- 
been carried out on regular| up with a pail on his arm and a 
scheduled transcontinental and| desperate gleam in his eye only to 
transpacific flights. | have the chief milker explain to 
Physical Factors to Be | him that the cow he had picked 
| was none other than Ferdinand, 
In this report an attempt aad Been peueeree face was 
be made to summarize briefly the | p..3%,.). , 
- A - | Babbitt’s Harbor Pilots 
effects of high altitude on the air- | Des tely Needed 
. A perately Neede 
man as revealed in the studies | We are desperately in need of 


mentioned above. In order to|.ovoral of Slim Babbitt’s harbor 
clarify the habe See which the body | pilots over around Detroit these 
is affected during airplane ascents, | days—preferably, ones with expe- 
the physical factors of the envir-| picnce on airplane detectors. Sev- 


eral days ago one of our pilots, 


It is queer how this Marquette 








viewed first. Then the effects of 


: five minutes southbound out of 
these changes on the functions of | Detroit, was informed that he 
the mind and body will be an-| would meet “a seventeen-ship 


alyzed in detail. Special empha-| ¢4,mation northbound over Wayne 
sis will be placed upon the experi- | 


| County Airport. Now I think that 
mental methods and results. we will all agree that this would 
The effects of the environment] be startling enough during CAVU 
in which the airman operates has| weather. Add to this an overcast 
not received adequate attention in| and a dazzling rain on the front 
the past. This report comprises} window with the formation dust- 
an exhaustive study attempting to| ing along at around two hundred 
fulfill that need. It has been writ- | 


miles an hour in your direction, 
ten in the interests of safety and 


flying contact flight rules and you 
of the maintenance of mental and 
physical fitness, 


yourself restricted to CFR, then 
II. 


my friends it becomes more than 
THE PHYSICAL FACTORS | ‘tartling. However, there were 
INFLUENCED BY HIGH AL- about twenty minutes of pilot eye 
TITUDE AND THE ACTION | ‘train wasted since it was learned 
OF THESE CHANGES ON | later that the formation, upon en- 
countering the weather at Toledo, 


THE BODY PROCESSES P Boag 
. paises | had changed its destinations 
The air which is inspired at sea | many other cities. 


level contains, if dry air, 20.93 | Crowd Spellbound—World’s 





ad 


per cent of oxygen (O,), about 78 | Record Established—Ten Straight | : 


per cent of nitrogen (N,), 0.04/ 7-10 Pin Splits | 
per cent of carbon dioxide (CO,), You hear and see so much about 
and about 1.0 per cent of the jn- | bowling in this council that even 
ert gases, argon, neon, xenon, | Yurs truly is getting good. Only 
krypton, and helium. Since oxy- last week in Detroit, I held a large 
gen constitutes about one-fifth of |¢’0wd speechless and spellbound 
the air, the partial pressure of while I established a record of ten 
: is 159 | Straight 7-10 pin splits. 

millimeters of mercury barometer Gerding Meets Kramer in 
pressure. As one rises above the ee ee ee Match 
level of the sea, the pressure of| _0" April 21, Stan Gerding, our 
the atmosphere falls (barometric ogy athlete, Se a 
pressure) so that at any given al-| With Walter Kramer for the De- 
titude the concentration of gases | ‘Toit city badminton championship. 
in a given volume of air is re- The match was to be played on the 
duced. At 19.000 feet. for exam-| 2°W court at the Parkstone Hotel 


ple, although the composition of | i? Detroit. 
the air is unaltered, the total at- 
mospheric pressure and the partial 
pressure of oxygen are reduced C tr t N 4 
one-half. Therefore the partial on ac 0. 
pressure of oxygen in the lungs senate 
is less than half that at sea level. (Continued from Page 1) 
One must also keep in mind the | Contract Completed in 12 Days 
fact that atmospheric air becomes | After Mediation Board 
saturated with water vapor at 37°| Enters Picture — 
On January 16, 1940, Penn- 

Central employment contract ne- 
gotiations deadlocked on one sec- 
tion in the contract and a part of 


C. (normal body temperature), as 

it reaches the alveoli or air cells 

of the lungs, regardless of the bar- 

ometric pressure. Thus 37 milli- 

meters of pressure must be de-|the Adjustment Board Agreement. 

ducted from 760 millimeters, giv-|The services of the Mediation 

ing us dry air in the depth of the| Board were invoked on January 

lungs at a pressure of 713 milli-|19. Conferences, with a Federal 

meters, a reduction of about 6 per| Mediator assisting, were resumed 

cent at sea level. When the bar-| on April 10. These meetings were 
seriously interfered with by the 
Presidential order to abolish the 
Air Safety Board and destroy the 
independence of the Civil Aero- 








ometric pressure is one-half nor- 
mal, the diluting effect of water 
vapor will be twice as great as at 
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5) 














| faith that the mistakes of today 
| will be erased by the efforts of to- 


| confidence. 








Simultaneously with the beginning of the fight to prevent the 
abolishment of the Air Safety Board and to save the independence of 
the CAA by preventing the transfer of its functions to the Commerce 
Department, the question, “How do the leaders within the CAA stand 
on the issue?”’ became common. 

First, they were reported as all being against the transfer but 
due to their position they could say nothing. There was even talk of 
Messrs. Hinckley, Chairman of the Authority, and Hester, C. A. A. 
Administrator, resigning in protest. As the controversy progressed, 
the question, “How do the leaders within the CAA stand on the 
issue?”’ began to be answered. 

HINCKLEY EMERGED IN FAVOR OF THE TRANSFER 

Mr. Hinckley was called to the White House. He emerged in 
favor of the transfer. President Roosevelt announced that he would 

ST ses probably make Mr. Hinckley As- 
sistant Secretary of Commerce. 
Then came the hearing on May 
9-10 before the Select Committee 
on Government Reorganization 
and the parade of tame witnesses. 
The question, “How do the leaders 
within the CAA stand on the is- 
sue?” was then answered most 
conclusively. Mr. Hinckley took 
the stand and testified in favor of 
Reorganization Order Number 
Four and the abolishment of the 
Air Safety Board. 

HESTER TESTIFIED AGAINST 
AIR SAFETY BOARD 

Then came Mr.. Hester, who 
was unmistakable in his testimony 
especially against the Air Safety 
Board. He labored tenaciously on 
: the witness stand to impress the 

Committee that dual investigations 
ROBERT H. HINCKLEY were being conducted when acci- 
dents occurred. He failed, however, to mention to the Committee 
that the Air Safety Board is specifically charged in the Civil Aero- 
nautics Act of 1938 with the duty of investigating civil aircraft acci- 
dents and that, if there were any dual investigating, it was due to 
maladministration of his own department. 

FAILS TC PRODUCE ACCIDENT REPORT 

Finally, Senator McNary asked him to produce a written report 
of just one of the accidents which he or his department had investi- 
gated. This he was unable to do. To say that his testimony did not 
reflect the true circumstances surrounding that part of the Civil Aero- 
nautics Act of 1938 creating the Air Safety Board, its principles of 
operation, or its accomplishments, is putting it extremely mildly. 

A GOOD LAW “TROJAN-HORSED” TO DEATH 

There is an air of nightmare unreality about all this—but it is 
real enough. The pilots are of 
the opinion that a good law cre- 
ated by the long and thorough ef- 
forts of honest and sincere men 
was “trojan-horsed” to death. It 
takes more than the testimony of 
tame witnesses to refute the un- 
paralleled world’s air safety rec- 
ord that has been made since the 
Air Safety Board and the. CAA 
started functioning less than two 
years ago. How did the other 
members of the Authority, Messrs. 
Branch, Mason, Ryan, and Warner 
perform in the current crisis? In 
a commendable fashion for which 
they have gained the profound re- 
spect of the entire Industry from 
top to bottom. The pilots have 








4 








morrow and face the future with 








nautics Authority. Notwithstand- | 
ing all of this, the contract was ac- | 
tually signed twelve days later. 
Conferees Deserve Much Credit 

Members of the pilots’ commit- 
tee were John G. Tilton, Reuben | 
L. Baker, S. C. Pierman, and | 
James H. Shutt. The company was | 
represented primarily by Mr. C.| 
Bedell Monro, President, and Mr. | 
J. H. Carmichael, Vice President | 
in Charge of Operations. All of | 
the conferees deserve much credit | 
for the:splendid results obtained. | 

While Mr. Monro did not attend | 
all of the conferences, his efforts | 
while he did attend and during the | 
final days of negotiations hastened | 
a conclusion that was satisfactory | 
to all concerned. 
Status of Contract Work 

The score in contracts now| 
stands as follows: Four have been 
signed, namely, American, TWA, 
Braniff, and Penn-Central. Two 
(UAL and NWA) have been com- 
pleted with the exception of minor 
points on which the services of the 
National Mediation Board have 
been invoked. Contracts on Chi- 
cago & Southern, Mid-Continent, 
and Panagra are nearing comple- 
tion. Negotiations have been start- 
ed on Delta, Boston-Maine, Canad- 
ian Colonial, Continental, and In- 
land. 

The recent Air Safety Board 
and CAA controversy in Washing- 
ton, which lasted thirty-three days, 
temporarily halted contract-mak- 





DESERVE GREATEST 
CREDIT 





“In the final analysis, it is the 
pilot who knows more than any- 
one else about the operation of 
his airplane. He and his copilot 
are aloft hour after hour, month 
after month, and year after year. 
These are the men who fly the 
lines, day and night, in all sorts 
of weather, and over all the 
routes. It is they who give the 
real test to new propellers, ra- 
dios, carburetors, engines, and 
airplanes. If the air lines of 
America have established a new 
high in safety, they are the men 
who deserve the greatest credit. 

“Through their own associa- 
tion they have made innumerable 
suggestions that have improved 
safety. Their suggestions go to 
their Association office in Chi- 
cago, where they are in turn 
passed over to the CAA. The As- 
sociation has done much for its 
members, and was largely re- 
sponsible for the establishment 
of the Air Safety Board in its 
present independent setup.” 

Excerpt from “Air Line Safe- 
ty Through Teamwork” by Carl 
Norcross in AVIATION, April, 
1940. 

















ing efforts which is on the Associa- 
tion’s “‘preferential list’ of cur- 
rent activities. / 
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Questionable 
Friends Beware 


By C, M. HEFNER 
Council No. 22, AA 
New York City 


It is even more amazing to me 
than it is to you that I find myself 
back at this job of writing news 
about the pilots again. This de- 
partment in New York was very 
well manned, up to now, but I 
guess they deserve a rest. The 
only consolation in having this job 
is that you have full guarantee 
there will be no so-called funny 
stories written about yourself. I 
have some questionable friends 
such as Bill Arthur and Tarz Hu- 
lett that I’m going to fix up, and 
I mean around the neck, for some 
past performances of theirs at this 
job. 

Southern Captains Change Boston 
Trip to “You-All” Run 

All eyes at New York are 
turned on the amazing pace of the 
promotion of pilots. Since the in- 
troduction of our contract and 
system seniority, New York has de- 
veloped into the promotional cen- 
ter of American Airlines with re- 
gard to pilots. With Shipley bid- 
ding off A. M. 18 the last of the 
old guard has deserted the Boston 
run and it has been taken over 
completely from the New York 
base by relatively new Captains. 
So many of the southern boys 
have moved to the run that it has 
rightly gained the name of the 
“vou-all” run. However, a few 
old timers have stuck to the run 
from the Boston base, and in view 
of their setup at that end of the 
line you can’t blame them for 
staying. 

When Worse Runs Are Developed, 
Ogden Will Fly Them 

Promotions have run as deep 
into the seniority list as Goeringer 
and Hinton who are now in the 
process of being checked out. 
Some of the new Captains who 
are now flying out of New York 
are Stallings, Wood, Mitchell, Hu- 
lett, Hill, Fanning, Macatee, Shoe- 
maker, F. Williams, L. Williams, 
Cheney, Jeter, Hay, Euans, Rob- 
ertson, Konz, Evans, Tappan, Go- 
voni, and Swain. Ogden, of 
course, has been helping to hold 


| 





down the nonstop transcontinental | 


from New York to Newark. His 
motto at present is: when worse 
runs are developed, Ogden will fly 
them. 

Equipment Scheduled for 1940 
Delivery to Require 96 New 
Captains 

Even as astounding as the above 
record seems it is only small talk 
as to what will happen in the fu- 
ture. A good way to do your own 
long range forecasting based on 
what the company expects to do is 
to look at the equipment on order 
for 1940 and 1941. According to 
Ralph Damon, we use 2.5 Captains 
for every ship in use. Based on 
our observations for 1939, how- 
ever, this figure is 3.0. We have 
on order for delivery in 1940 the 
total of 32 DC3’s and DST’s. Us- 
ing the 3.0 factor we will need 96 
new Captains in 1940 to man the 
equipment. 

Actual maturity of such a fore- 
cast is based on many develop- 
ments which we hope will happen, 
although the company is backing 
up such a forecast by a cash bet. 
This cash not only goes for new 
equipment but for new personnel 
too. With the graduation of the 
new First Officers now in the 
school our seniority list will run 
down to around 425. And the 
season has just begun. 

Praise for Employment Contract 

Movement of the pilots over the 
line is not particularly of news 
value as we can watch such move- 
ment from day to day as the re- 
sults of the bidding are posted. It 
is interesting, however, to note 
the trend in the bidding. At each 
base the senior pilots have bid in 
a manner to better their runs. 
For instance, at New York A. M. 
18 and A. M. 21 has been practi- 
cally deserted of old timers in fav- 
or of A. M. 7. Yet a mass desire 
on the part of our senior pilots to 
change their bases has not been 
evident. Surprisingly enough, all 
of our southern openings have not 
(Continued on Page 11, Col. 3) 








News From the Boys Who Fly the Oceans 





ATLANTIC NEWS 











By JAMES D. O’NEAL 
Council No. 36, PAA 
Baltimore, Md. 





‘This is perhaps the last time 
this newsletter will bear a Balti- 
more postmark as we are deserting 
this fair city and moving, bag and 





Here are First Officer Horace Brock and Captain R. O. D. Sualli- 
van in the navigator’s compartment of a giant Boeing ocean liner 
calmly plotting their position high over the Atlantic en route to 


Europe. Yesterday, flying oceans 


a daring and harebrained stunt. Nevertheless, it was the forerunner 
to today’s rapidly becoming commonplace scheduled ocean flying. 


baggage, up to the new North 
Beach airport to join our domestic 
brothers at the biggest and best, 
eh, Fiorello? Most of the boys 
have already departed. This letter 
is being composed on a typewriter 
being hustled out the door to the 
moving van. Reads 
like it. Who said that? 
Uncensored Postcards 
Well, boys, you can 
now send those post- 
cards to Aunt Minnie 
in Italy and Uncle 
Nick in Greece with- 
out fear of censor- 
ship. For now we are 
passing up Bermuda 
as a regular trans- 
atlantic stop. So, 
those two censorship 
experts we brought 
over with us from Lis- 
bon a few months ago 
can go back home 
now if they get trans- 
portation to New 
York. They ought to 
be able to write some 
interesting letters 
after having read so 
many. 
Smith Has Latest 


| cheap imitation but the real McCoy 
from Saville Row: Years passed. 
| He had almost given up hope when 
| he was transferred to the Atlantic 
Division and made his first trip to 
London. That was last August and 
| he lost no time in going down to 
| the “Row” and having his meas- 
| urements taken for not only a suit 
| but an overcoat as well. He left a 
substantial down pavment to be as- 


was considered by many as being 


| sured of the best in service. Smith 
says he will get the clothes event- 
ually if only they do not bomb the 
place. Maybe, if Hitler only knew. 
Miamians Move North 

With us now are Captain Lodee- 
sen and Junior Pilot Kimball, both 





ture in the AIR LINE PILOT of 
December. The crew showed only 
two pilots. Or maybe they landed 
to do the paper work. 
100,000 at Base Opening 

On the 31st of March, we held 
an “at home” to the general pub- 
lic in our new quarters at LaGuar- 
dia Field. Over 100,000 sophisti- 
cated New Yorkers, including the 
Mayor, senators, congressmen, and 
about 10,000 New York policemen. 
The uniformed gentlemen were 
there to keep the eager public 
from running off with our clipper 
as souvenirs. Anyway, there were 
lots of nice things said and a good 
time had by all. Aside from the 
beer and sandwiches, the high light 
of the day was the departure of 
the American clipper for Europe 
with a record load of mail and pas- 
sengers. Incidentally, that same 
trip turned out to be a record for 
speed in crossing. The blue ribbon 
is now in possession of Captain 
Lorber and crew. 
ALPA Praised for Aiding to 
Obtain Meteorological Reports 

We would like to take this op- 
portunity to express our thanks 
for the part played by the Associa- 
tion in assisting to get the Coast 
Guard and Weather Bureau to 
come to the aid of our meteorolo- 
gist in determining the weather 
conditions over the Atlantic. As 
you perhaps know practically all 
surface ships stopped sending 
weather observations with the ad- 
vent of the war so that our weath- 
er staff had pitifully little to work 
with on making forecasts. Now 
with a couple of cutters, complete 
with Weather Bureau experts, the 
situation is well in hand. They 
are doing an excellent job which is 





From the windows of Skipper Sullivan’s ocean-going clipper, the following 


English Cut in Grasp unusual and interesting picture was snapped—a floating mountain of ice off the 


Providing Hitler 
Doesn’t Bomb the 
Tailor 

It is said that Junior Pilot Clar- 
ence Hall Smith has been getting 
up early each morning to read 
whether or not the Germans have 
bombed London the night before. 
Some say he has a horror of such 
inhuman tactics being used by 
the belligerent warmongers; others 
say he has a bet up that such a 
thing is impossible on account of 
the balloon barrage, but those 
really “in on the know” say it is 





After another routine crossing, the huge plane is docked at Lis- 
bon, Portugal. A Portuguese soldier is standing guard. The good old 
stars and stripes look good no matter where they are unfarled. 


like this: Since childhood he has 
nursed an ambition to own a suit 
of the latest English cut. Not a 


formerly of Miami. ' 


hear via newsletter from 
friends on the Pacific division, if | 
they can take enough time off | 
from figuring out new seniority | 
lists to send in a few lines now and | 
then. f | 

Sounds Like Sarcasm 
Some of the fellows here want 
to know who was left at the con- | 
trols of the American Export air} 
| 


| 
| 


liner while Capt. Byrne and Co- 
pilot Terrill figured out that navi- 





gation problem. Reference: a pic- 


Coast of Newfoundland. Passengers said they saw sled tracks across the top of the 
huge iceberg and white, moving objects representing polar bears. 


not going unappreciated. 


never failed to cooperate with us, 
for which we are very grateful. 


Turners Have Postman’s Holiday 

We were recently honored by a 
visit from Capt. and Mrs. Lanier 
Turner from the Pacific division. 
They were taking a little postman’s 
holiday with a bit of travelling on 
their days off. 





PACIFIC NEWS 











By STEPHEN L. ZELAZO 
Council No. 56, PAA 
Oakland, Calif. 


Hi, gang! Much water has flown 
under the old Golden Gate bridge 
since we have had a news report 
from good old Council No. 56, 
away out here on the shores of the 
Pacific. However, an attempt will 
be made to pick up where our last 
reporter, Pat Nolan, left off. It 
seems that Pat wanted to find out 
if the Atlantic could be flown as 
easily as the Pacific, so we lost a 
good reporter when he transferred 
to the Atlantic. Our best wishes 
go with Pat. 


ALPA’s Pacific Family Grows 

A meeting was held in March at 
Ken Beer’s beautiful home and the 
turnout was very encouraging. 
Along with the regular members 
there were several members pres- 
ent from the Miami council who 


| 
| 


WINDS CANCEL 
PACIFIC FLIGHTS 


By R. H. McGLOHN 
Council No. 56, PAA 


San Francisco, Calif. 


The weather has held the boys 
at home here on the Pacific as sev- 
eral trips have been cancelled due 
to head winds and bad weather. 
The westbound flights were espec- 
ially long, two of them taking ap- 
proximately 24 hours for the San 
Francisco-Honolulu flight. 

Crew Sets 2,600-Mile-Day Record 

The winds have helped on the 
return trips. One crew made the 
flight from Wake Island to Hono- 
lulu via Midway Island in one day. 
This is a matter of some 2,600 
miles and is normally a two-day 
flight. 

Magic Wand Touches 3 Copilots 


members have moved on to be- 
come Reserve Captains. They are 


F. C. Richards. Good luck to you 
fellows and may all your landings 
be smooth and all your flights be 
CAVU! 
Eeny—Meeny—Miney—Mo, 
When We Start No One Know 
Everyone in the division has 
been waiting word to start the 
New Zealand service but to date 
nothing has happened. The odds 
on the starting date vary from 


dividual. 
S. V. Sigfred has decided that 
the trip to Hong Kong and back 


105 to keep his spare time occu- 
pied. 
Skipper Adams Takes the Helm 
A new chairman, Captain Paul 
Adams, takes over the reins here 
and we feel he will keep the divi- 
sion moving. Hope he is a better 
scribe than the present one who 


| got so wound up filling out the in- 


come tax he just had to answer 
Editor Behncke’s plea for news. 
Well, this finishes the tale of Coun- 
cil 56 for the present and more 
news next time. 





were recently transferred to this 
division, namely, Billings, Searles, 





all welcome these new additions to 
our growing membership list. 
New Additions From the Navy 
Show Keen Interest in ALPA 
Included among those present 
were several new additions to the 
Pacific division. These men were 
all from the Navy. Each new man 
was very interested in what the 
ALPA is and what it stands for 
and all signified their intention of 
becoming one of our growing 





We| 
We would like very much to would like to add that the Ameri- | 
our|can Export surface craft have} 


family. 
| Andy and Stork in Tough Race 

It was a tough race between the 
stork and Anderson on Trip 36. 
It seems Andy was due in a week 
before the “great day,” but the op- 
erations department decided that a 
trip to Canton Island, along with 
the regular Trip 336, couldn’t do 
any harm and that was when Andy 
began chewing his nails. He 
couldn’t tear his hair as we all 
know. However, Andy arrived in 
plenty of time. In fact, the stork 
took an extended cross-country 
and delayed matters a whole week 
not arriving until March 18 when 
| he presented the Andersons with a 
seven-pound girl named Christin1. 
When interviewed by the press tle 
only comment from Andy was sin- 
plissimo. 
Rumors Via Wake Island 

In Miami, our rumors had a 
habit of coming from Rio. Out 
here, they come via Wake Island 
and points west, especially about 
the new Stratosphere jobs we are 
supposed to fly from here to Hono- 
lulu in nine hours. However, seeing 
is believing out here. 
“Cannonball” Barrows in the 
News Again 

It seems as though ‘“Cannon- 
ball” Barrows is in the news agai. 
He hung up a record of a little 
over six hours for 1140 nautical 
miles and if that isn’t lugging 40 
tons through, then what is? The 
scene of action was Midway <o 
Honolulu. 

Must sign off now so as to give 
the other fellows plenty of room 
and will C.U.L. 








Promotions have hit the division 
and three of our ALPA copilot 


J. L. Fleming, C. V. George, andf 


hour to hour and individual to in-— 
) safety ha 


does not afford enough flying sof 
he has purchased a new Stinsonf 


Halverson, Nolan, and Terrell. Weff 
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McCARRAN— 


(Continued from Page 3) 


LEA— 


(Continued from Page 3) 
safety. The members of this inde- 
pendent agency were placed in 
position to fix responsibility with- 
out the danger of losing their own 
jobs. 

Aviation Lifted Out of Doldrums 
“Under the new setup of this 
Act aviation was lifted out of the 
doldrums and has written the 
brightest record of accomplishment 
that the world has so far known 
in civil aviation. That record is the 
most unquestioned achievement of 
any agency of the government es- 
tablished during the last seven 





more than 2,000,000 passengers 
and have by now become a regular 
and accepted means of transporta- 
tion, used by men and women and 
their children throughout this 
-. Seer 


“It was after 20 years of bitter 
experience and 32 different official 
investigations and hearings dealing 
with civil aviation that Congress 
created the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority. The act setting up that 
authority in 1938 was the product 
of five years of the most intensive 
drafting, consultation and consid-| years. 
eration of evidence. The act itself | “Every phase of the legislation 
was approved by six of the great| that led to this result was the sub- 
executive departments and was| ject of painstaking attention. We 

yught by the President. | established the Civil Aeronautics 

| Authority as an_ independent 
| agency and definitely fixed its re- 
“The record made by the Civil) sponsibilities. 

eronautics Authority has con- | “The bureau system of adminis- 
firmed in every detail the foresight | tration is necessary in executive 
of the President in requesting the | affairs of the government but that 

loption of that act and the wis-| system has no rightful place in the 

om of Congress in studying and regulatory agencies that should be 
ormulating its provisions so care-| jndependent and stabilized in their 
ully. For during the past 14 operations. The bureau setup is 
rionths under the Civil Aeronau- | pretty much a buckpassing form 
cs Authority, the air lines of the| of organization with responsible 
nited States have had not a irresponsibility in unseen control. 
ngle accident resulting in death 
ither to passengers or to crew. 
ind in the great program of civil- 
ian pilot training which the Author- 

y has undertaken with the co- 
operation of schools and universi- 
the Authority’s record of 
safety has been as high as 71 times | 
as good as the safety record made | 

1 pilot training under other aus- 


pices. 





Record Speaks for Itself 





Freedom From Political 
Influences Essential 
“A subordinate status under a 
system of bureau operation does 
not fit into our great regulatory 
agencies, such as the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, the Fed- 
eral Trade, the Federal Power, the 
| Federal Communications, and the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
| sions. Proper administration of 
Conservative Finance Attracted | these Commissions requires men of 
| ability, courage, fairness, intelli- 
1e authority, even conservative in- | gence, and freedom from political 
é ee re ae Rete influences. It is hopeless to expect 
surance companies have come for- | 
Ci |them to function properly if they 
ard to lend money to this new in- ha thin tenes he isiahianh. 
dustry. Already during the prese ont | are sf sca Manirce ce yisacs ATO RDS #8 
, FE | ing influences less familiar and less 
calendar year $25,000,000 have| 
ck | interested in the success of their 
been borrowed by the air lines and “ogy So ik at 
appears now that before the end | yen t ~ _ pie a i \e sea “ 
of the year the total borrowing for | °" ority were assigned quasi- 
judicial and quasi-legislative func- | 
ynstruction of new equipment and | 
jtions of Congress including the 
nprovement of facilities will have | . 
ae ‘ye | power to make regulations. 
reached $50,000,000. - 
The proposed plan of reorgani- 





Ss 
CS, 





““Moreover, since the creation of | 


ike the present Civil Aeronautics 
ithority a mere subordinate 


board in the department and to ganization of the government. 
abolish the Air Safety 3oard, Question of Efficient and 
hose pees of independent in- Stabilized Regulation 
stigation of airer: = accidents “The limited group of air pilots 
ive contributed so much to the before regulation was taken over 
lining record of the last 14 





by the Civil Aeronautics Authority 
| contributed 146 lives of their num- 
| ber to air navigation. The remark- 
te ; : | able safety record under the new 
This proposal is contained in a} setup is an inspiration to them 
plan of reorganization, submitted Any tisent of impairment by wah 
» Congress under the Reorganiza- pond So the. ohh. weniiiiieks de: 
tion Act adopted a year ago. The trensen them. The Civil Acronau- 
roposal is based upon a hasty and tics Authority had to assemble the 
iperficial study made by a divi- stil of tin iene : eiiek ntl 
on of the Budget Bureau. Unless “ through the grief Pt ng 
: social rmppdhsadet a phe cy re nies - goer pro a: 
. Sasa ee ion in its initial stages. nas 
yme the law of the land. gone through this initial period 
with remarkable success. It can 
function with the advantage of ex- 


months. 


Proposal Based Upon Hasty Study 


“Thus by a mere executive de- 
would the labors of Congress 
curing five years of intensive study 
nd effort be undone. 


"ee 


ganization. In practice it has es- 
tablished its right to continue its 
work and to receive the acclaim 
of the American people. 

“The questions involved are not 
ones of personality or temporary 
expediency or of the men who may 
happen to be in temporary admin- 
istrative control, but it is the great 
question of providing this vital 
aviation industry which has such 
an important relation to the future 
of our country on an efficient and 
stabilized basis of regulation. 
Continuity in Administration 


under our Constitu- 
yn, is the law-making body. It 
cannot surrender its duties or its 
Lesponsibility — else our constitu- 
tional democracy would come to 
1 unhappy end. In the exercise 
that constitutional power it 
adopted the Civil Aeronautics Act 
id created the Civil Aeronautics 
uthority its agent independ- 
ently to administer the policies set 
forth by Congress in the law. 


“Congress, 


as 


No Mere Minor Adjustment 


“And now that law would be set | Needed : 
aside by virtue of recommenda- “I raise no question about the 
tions from a division of the Bud-| good intentions involved in this 


get proposed change. When the history 
of aviation in this country shall 
have finally been written, it must 
contain four or five chapters cover- 


ing long periods showing the dark 


3ureau, which, unlike Con- 
gress, proceeds without public 
hearings and without responsbiility 
to the people. 

“This proposal is no mere minor 





news agai’. 
of a little 
40 nautical 
lugging 40 
ut is? The 
Midway <0 


» as to give 
ty of room 


side of the picture due to the well- 
intentioned but improvident atti- 
tude of governmental authorities. 
Out of the experience of the past 
we should avoid repetition of mis- 
takes. 

“Civil aviation needs stability 
of policy and continuity in admin- 
istration of its affairs. Executive 


adjustment within an executive de- 
partment. It amounts to an out- 
right repeal of important and 
fundamental features of the law 
which Congress adopted. Let me 
illustrate. After intensive investi- 
gation by the Senate Committee on 








(Continued on Page 12, Col. 3) 


“But now we are faced wtih a| zation tends to mutilate the Civil | 
oposal to return civil aviation to| Aeronautics Authority, as Con-| 
Commerce Department, toj gress intended it should be. From 


an independent agency it is to be-| 
come a Board under political or- 


perience and a smooth-running or- | 


It was a gala affair. 
body had a good time. 
Here’s Betty Gillies, national president of the women flyers’ organization (The 99’ers) rounding a pylon with 
Senator D. Worth Clark of Idaho waving the checkered flag. 


Many notables were present. 


GIRL PILOTS STAGE CLUB 


SHINDIG 





There was a minimum of speech-making and every- 
The arrangements were perfect and included many highly entertaining little surprises. 











ed the public a great service by his 
continued emphasis on the import- 
ance of safety. It is with the great- 
est pleasure, Mr. Behncke, that I 
present to you on behalf of the 
Washington Section of the Ninety 
Nines this trophy as an expression 
of their appreciation to you, and 
to the pilots for the part that you 
have played in aviation progress.” 


Behncke&Gorrell 
Receive Awards 


The April 6 dinner dance given 
by the 99’ers was to raise funds 
for the Amelia Earhart Memorial 
to pay for one year’s instruction 
for an aviatrix in instrument fly- 
ing. Miss Lu Lu Shank, President | 
of the Middle Eastern section of 
the girl flyers’ club, was chairman 
of the entertainment committee. 
To her must go the credit for the 
success of the party. 


Sickness Prevents 
Gorrell’s Attendance 

Edgar S. Gorrell, President of | 
the Air Transport Association, 
similarly honored but illness pre-| 





fe acne Wiatce: Mittin | sence Captain Gill R. Wilson, Na-| 
Snantiadinin ais ° | tional Aeronautical Association 


Sanatie Sette X. Whasles af} head, accepted Gorrell’s award. 
Montana presented a silver trophy | Safety Board “The Sentinel 
to David L. Behncke, President of | Of Air Safety”—Behncke 
the Air Line Pilots Association. In| In accepting his award, Behnceke 
his presentation talk, Senator | said: “Air safety has always been 
Wheeler said: “Aviation of all! the keynote on which depended 
kinds during the past few years| and now depends the aviation in- 
has moved forward with tremend- dustry’s present and future prog- 
| ous speed. Its growth has been ress. The air line pilots originated 
|amazing. Improvements in equip-|and fathered the idea which re- 
|ment and service have been noth-| sulted in the creation of the Air 
ing short of remarkable — and| Safety Board, when the Civil 
those responsible for all this de-| Aeronautics Act was passed last 
serve our unstinted commendation. | year. The Safety Board is 
But more important to me and t0| the sentinel of air safety.’ ” 
| the public has been the safety rec- ‘i 
ord of the last year. Over twelve 
months have elapsed without a 
single fatal air accident. The 
Washington Section of the Ninety 
Nines have honored me in making 
presentation for them of a trophy | Many Notables in Attendance 
that will evidence the admiration; The attendance was 250 and in-| 
and respect, and I share it, for the | cluded such notables as: 
commercial air line pilots of this na-| len, Rep. Leslie C. Arends (Ill), 
tion. No factor is as important in| Rep. William Barry (NY), Rep. 
air safety as the human element.| Overton Brooks (LA), Col. Jarvis 
It is, therefore, to the pilots—to| Butler, Senator Arthur Capper 
those who man the controls of all| (Kas), Rep. Phil Ferguson (Okla), 
this modern equipment that we| Rep. A. B. Jenks (NH), Col. John 
owe much. David L. Behncke, has|H. Jouett, Capt. Corley P. Mc- 
effectively and tirelessly pioneered | Darment, Rep. Melvin J. Maas 
for improved aviation conditions.| (Minn), Rep. Caroline O’Day 
He has accomplished much for the} (NY), and Admiral John Powers. 
pilots, and he has likewise render- 





to Amelia Earhart as a great flyer | 
who “truly had the will and pio- 
neering stamina to do great things | 
|}and did them.” 














departments are under centralized | 


control with one man above an-| Feeder Lines’ 
other until finally the chain of au- 
Future In Doubt 


thority reaches the President of 
the United States. All the way up 
the line the idiosyncracies, policies, 
and frailties of the individuals are 
reflected in the information that 
reaches the President. In that line 
of authority is concealed the in- 
fluences that frequently dominate 
administrative organizations. 

A Means of Definite Liability 

“In an independent agency like 
the Civil Aeronautics Authority 
we know who is doing the job, who 
is responsible, and we fix a means 
of definite liability. 

“Congress must accept responsi- 
bility for what is done in this mat- 
ter. I believe it is its duty to now 
exercise the authority that it prop- 
erly reserved to itself of disap- 
proving the executive order which 
would make possible this backward 
step in the regulation of air com- 
merce.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 





no decision has been rendered in 
either case. 


Van Zandt Introduces Bill to 
Continue Experiment 

In the meantime, the Post Of- 
fice has made its report on the ex- 
perimental service and also a bill 
has been introduced by Congress- 
man Van Zandt to authorize the 
Postmaster General to continue 
the experimental air mail service 
until June 30, 1941. Which of 
the two contingencies (the grant- 
ing of permanent certificates or 
the extension of experimental au- 
thorization), if either, will happen, 
is difficult to say. In the mean- 
time, the future of air mail feeder 
lines is very much in doubt. 











|} outcasts of the ALPA? 


| 


‘truly | 


The aviation official paid tribute | 


C. B. Al-| 


Bat Ears Down— 


Make Him Scribe 


By FRED BALL _ 
Council No. 44, Delta 
Atlanta, Ga. 
How about a new unit for the 


(Dues 
All scribes will heartily 





Free. ) 


was| agree with me that when elected 


to write the monthly scandal you 


| vented his being promnt. tn hls ab-| automatically become an outcast. 


For instance, the first thing Pilot 


| X thinks is that he is doing pretty 


good. He is on speaking terms 
with all the members of the coun- 
| cil (which is quite a chore in any 
| council). The dirty gossips of the 
council get their heads_ together 
and figure that so and so is feel- 
ing too good, so we better knock 
his ears down and make him the 
columnist. They immediately dash 
into the chief dispatcher’s office 
and arrange for Pilot X to be out 
on the run the next time a meet- 
ing is called. While he is away from 
home talking to himself they unan- 
imously elect Pilot X as columnist. 
| Smiles Fail to Hide Dirty Gleam 

Pilot X returns from a hard 
trip feeling lower than a Yankee 
at a Southern ball. He smells a 
| mouse for the gang is all out to 
| meet him with big smiles on their 
| pusses and a dirty gleam in their 
| eyes. Some snake out of the 
| bunch rushes up and shouts, con- 
| gratulations! Pilot X immediately 
| drops both trunks he is lugging 
| and grabs his pockets. He figures 
the punk wants to borrow five. 
Instead some other bright gadget 
twister informs him that he is now 
official scribe for Council 999. 
Goes Home and Beats the Wife 

Pilot X cusses, grabs his map case 
and trifling bag, goes home and 
beats the wife, raises hell about the 
grub, and then wakes up the next 
morning with a knot on his head. 
(Note: His wife is usually very 
| | peculiar, she is very touchy about 
| her cooking, and narrow-minded to 
| the ’nth degree regarding his play- 
ing with other women. Why are 
most women like that?) 
Abused Lugs Perform Alone 
| After recuperating from the 
| shock Pilot X runs over to the 
| field, jumps out of his car, and 
rushes into the operations office 
shouting, “Hi Fellows!’ He is re- 
ceived by a deep silence and the 
conversation drops to an inaudible 
whisper. From that time on when 
someone asks Pilot X regarding 
the latest rumor that is making 
its debut, he can truthfully an- 
swer, “I don’t know.” So, there- 
fore, we need a unit to the ALPA. 
I suggest this new unit for out- 
casts, be known as the “Abused 
Lugs Performing Alone.” 
Which I Won’t 

By printing the truth about 
these guys in the cracker state 


(Continued on Page 10, Col. 5) 
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Rain, Fog, Snow, 


Sleet, Ice, and— 


By B. R. EZELL 
Council No. 42, Braniff 
Dallas, Texas 

’Twas a dark and gloomy after- 
noon and the shades of night were 
falling fast. Heavy clouds festoon- 
ed the twilight sky and the omin- 
ous rumble of dastardly thunder 
resounded from the heavens. 
Speeding over midway beacon the 
weary pilot took heart, Ten minutes 
more and he would be in, and 
could go home and take his shoes 


off. It had been a very trying 
afternoon. Rain, fog, snow, sleet, 
ice, thunderstorms, cold fronts, 


warm fronts, hail, and various 
other mild forms of precipitation 
had been present in the tropo- 
sphere to try his skill and patience, 
and it was a relief to have this one 
as good as made. His spirits soared 
as he checked his mags, changed 
tanks, and mentally computed his 
T-bone to within three-tenths of a 
Missouri mill. But fate is a sly 
jade and the worst was yet to 
come. Taxiing up the ramp he 
peered through the gathering 
shadows and bewilderment and dis- 
may ran through his manly bosom. 
Airplanes to the right of him. Air- 
planes to the left of him. Airplanes 
in front of and behind him. Ex- 
hausts roared and bellowed as 
American, Delta, and _ various 
anonymous Braniff schedules came 
forth from out of the valley of the 
four hundred to foil his every ef- 
fort to find a parking space. High 
on the battlements the control 
tower yammered and stammered. 
* Others of the enemy sprucely uni- 
formed as station men ran hither 
and thither waving their arms in 
threatening gestures that denoted 
either bitter animosity or extreme 
development of St. Vitus dance in 


its final and deadly stages. Try as | 
| ALPA’er. 
no | 


he would, darting desperately in 
all directions, he could find 
entry in the armor of this armada. 
The sun went down and the moon 
came up. Still our indomitable 
hero struggled on. Finally, how- 
ever, hope was gone. In the still 
reaches of the night his gas gave 
out as with grim determination he 
still sought to park his airplane. 
This was the final blow. His shat- 
tered nerves gave way and sobbing 
bitterly he threw himself over the 
yoke, blew his nose twice in rapid 
succession, and shot himself under 
the left armpit. Three days later a 
searching party found his ship still 
on the ramp and towed him in 
without knowing he had taken his 
own life. It was merely assumed 


& 





I Still Say 


Score Is Zero 


By WERNER A. NEWHOUSE 
Council No. 28, CCA 
New York City 

Wonder why our First Officers 
are so anemic 


the 


boys are Copilots again. | 
Through his efforts baggage 
smashing has been eliminated. 


Let’s give him a great big hand 
for upholding the dignity of our 
First Officers. 
Shortest Distance Between Two 
Points by Zig-Zag Course 

Things are humming up and 
down the line, with passengers 
wondering if the shortest distance 
between two points is a zig-zag 
course. It seems some of our 
Captains are “larnin” to push 
these sky buggies along while fly- 
ing under the hood by covering up 
the directional gyro and artificial 
horizon. Mayhap they are trying 
to fly Douglases by turn and bank 
plus rate of climb. Could be the 
boys may have to fly by this alone 
on their ninety-day checks. Well 
here’s to those happy ninety-day 
checks, mine Captains. 
Everything Considered, I Guess 
He Is a Nice Chap 

We lose one First Officer and 
gain one, to me that’s no score. 
That’s the problem and I still say 
the score is zero. If you don’t 
think so send the problem into 
“Tattered Wing-Tips”; maybe he 
can solve it for us, or put it out 
as a brain-twister and let his fol- 
lowers figure it out. Well, any- 
way fellows, I believe we were all 
a bit sorry to see First Officer 
Valentine resign from duty with 
CCA. However, that still is one 
of the privileges of duty in civil- 
ian life. We hereby welcome into 
our ranks First Officer Uttenweil- 
er, formerly of PCA. Mr. Utten- 
weiler has several years of air 
line experience and is a devout 
In spite of this, I guess 
he’s a nice chap, thereby strength- 


ening Council No. 28. That’s all 
folks, more later. 
POST SCRIPT: And so, Cap- 


tain Fred Smith, who formerly 
supplied this column, heh! heh!, 
how’s this un for a first timer? 











by one and all that he had died 
from starvation and exposure while 
waiting for a place to park. 
“Hard a Port” and 
“Starboard Your Helm” 

The above may be a shade over- 
drawn as has to do with the after- 


noon activity hereabouts, but not| 
We are practically hare-| 


much. 


WRITING IN 
DEADLINE SHADOW 


| By A. H. DeWITT 
| Council No. 39, AA 
Chicago, IIl. 


| Writing in the shadow of the 


looking lately!) deadline I find myself groping in| 
Thanks to our ALPA chairman, | 


the dark for news. 

Increased schedules have 
brought in successful bidders from 
other points of the system, and 
have changed the stripes on sev- 
eral of our local sleeves. E. C. 
Floyd, “Stan” Young, W. N. 


Pharr, and E. M. Kruse are now| the dust originated at our city hall 
in Chicago while “Dinty” Moore,|as the recent 
Ted Howe, and “Pop” Warner left | clean sweep of things. 
their New York runs to fly on the/ chine forces are out and some un- 


west coast. 

Numbers for Names—A Full 
House Can Be Found in Almost 
Anybody’s Cockpit 


“Jack” Swain, “Woolly” Wool- | back from two weeks’ vacation 


weaver, and “Steve” Stephan cre- 
ated some openings at Chicago by 
making Fort Worth their home. 
The newly appointed Captains are 
Lee Williams, Walter Steiner, J. J. 
O’Connell, Carl Jordan, Ted Jon- 
son, Harold Skelly, and Bob Grif- 
fin. Our training school is crank- 
ing out so many First Officers that 


the problem of identity is becom- | 


ing complex with the duplication 
of names. As most signatures are 
a work of art, to be seen and not 
read, our company now requires 
our seniority number to accom- 
pany our scrawl. In a number of 
instances, a full house can be 
found in the cockpit. 
In the Springtime a Pilot’s Fancies 
Lightly Turn to Real Estate 

Now that spring is here, on the 
calendar at least, several fellows 
have succumbed to the influence 
of the suburban real estate agents. 
Frank Waddell bought a _ nice 
country home on ten acres, and 
some of his friends who own rid- 


| 





| his trip should be of interest to all 


ing habits, are suggesting that 
horses would really set off the} 
place. Jack Gibson is looking for 


a vacant lot near a golf club and 
a school. Golf for Jack, and the 
school for his new daughter, 
Sharon Lee. When 
leaves for New York, his house 
will be taken over by Dan Lind- 
sey, only a card’s deal from his 
neighbors, Tommy Claude and 
“Susy” Susott. 
And the Rockets’ Red Glare, 
Bombs Bursting in Air—Alas, 
Another Clay Pigeon Hits the Dust 
Tom Hill, between fishing sea- 


Bill Keasler | 


sons, has been standing amid the} 


bursting shells and clay pigeons at 
his Skeet Club. “Pie” Swanson 
has.been absorbed in building a 


lipped and lefthanded with new] cabin in Minnesota by remote con- 





~ (Continued on Page 9, Col. 3) 
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FIGHT FOR AUTHORITY INDEPENDENCE. 


~ (Continued on Page 9, Col. 5) 





Pictured have, mapping their o- 
position to the abolishment of the 


Air Safety Board and to the destruction of the CAA’s independence, are the PAA skippers of the huge 
Clipper planes that fly on the vast air network to the Canal Zone and to our good-neighbor republics in 


South America. The setting for this photo is the internationally famous PAA-Miami jumping-off station io 


all over-seas points of the compass to the south. These Clipper captains have often been termed, and 


correctly so, as our best good-will ambassadors to our Latin-American neighbors. 


(L. to r.) Captains 


William S. DeLima, John M. Mattis, F. S. K. Lewis, John T. Rogerson, Joseph H. Hart, and Haakon G. 


Gulbransen. 






| Six-Handed Watches Prove all 


| ing new Benrus watches. 
have six hands by which to reckon 
| time. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|} us on that Pittsburgh beam, they 





“Sonny Boy’’ Hall’s 
Tolerance Improves 


By DAVID B. KUHN 
Council No. 3, TWA 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Summer has definitely grabbed 
us here in Kansas City with tem- 
peratures well over the eighties. 
When a dust storm is hanging 
around one can be reasonably sure 
the winter is gone and pull off the 
red flannels. There is a possibility 


election made a 
The ma- 
named forces have taken over. 
Caused quite a stir. 
Old Age, What? 

Howard E. Hall just reported 


“South of the Border.” His re- 
search and findings relevant to 


pilots. The 7,400 foot altitude of 
Mexico City can definitely affect 
one due to rarefied air. When fly- 
ing at altitudes there is no way to 
compare or recognize these effects. 
Also, “Sonny Boy” says two weeks’ 
rest is fine but next time he will 
make it a month. Old age, what? 
Well, anyway he looks rested and 
admits his disposition has taken on 
a veneer of tolerance, Those of 
you who keep abreast of foreign 
affairs and have been alarmed at 
the rumor of revolution in Mexico | 
may now rest easy. Hall is back. 
Stork Derby On—X Marks 
On Calendars 

There is a stork derby on or} 
something. George Brill and Bill | 
Sanders both came through with 
boys. Must be contagious as many | 
other pilots are putting cross | 
marks on the calendar. This re- 
futes the old theory that flying 
will incapacitate potential fathers. 
Leave It to Campbell—Report 
Rivals Shakespeare or 
Even Steinbeck 

Harry Campbell again covers 
himself with glory. The award of 
the month is his by a wide margin. 
It seems that on a recent flight he 
strolled back to grin at the cus- 
tom and encountered a delicate 
situation. A passenger (male) un- 
der the influence of Morpheus and 
a bad hangover mistook the front 
of the ship for the sand-box and | 
proceeded to tend to nature in 
that general vicinity. Borrowing 
from Campbell’s official report of 
the case—quote, “always alert, I 
exercised my emergency authority 
(C.A.R. 61.7811) and held a| 
blanket around him until he had 
finished.” The headwork displayed 
by Captain Campbell should be an 
inspiration for all the junior pilots 








dent is a literary gem comparable 
to the works of 
and/or Steinbeck. 


Shakespeare | 


They Are Wound Up to be 
Nearly all the pilots are sport- 
They 


No doubt a fine gift, with 
twenty-one jewels and holes bored 
for more. They are appreciated by 
TWA pilots and if they can keep 


will prove they are worth all they 
are wound up to be. 

One of the pilots after viewing 
New York afoot and by bus agrees 
that it is the melting pot of the 
world. However, from the small 
amount of “pure alloy’? and the 
great excess of “slag” produced 
therein, he questions its justifica- 
tion as such. 

If Washington Bureaucrats Stop 
“Blitzkrieging’”’ Us, We Could 
Do More Beneficial Things 

There is no reason why safety 
of air transportation should not 
continue to outshine the antiquat- 
ed modes of travel. Line pilots, 
being a cautious lot, have long 
realized this fact, but have had no 
figures to substantiate their claim 
until now, Naturally, pilots accept 
much credit for the past year’s un- 
blemished record of operations. 
There are several factors which 
have helped the pilots: better ra- 
dio aids, better weather forecast- 
ing, better maintenance, and bet- 
ter working conditions. 

Pull for That Pension 
The past winter has been most 


| inspired air, 
| each 
| occupied the whole space. 


|}as its volume. 





extreme, according to all reports, 


Altitude and 
The Airman 


(Continued from Page 5) 
sea level. There is a reduction of 
oxygen percentage from that in 
the atmosphere to that in the al- 
veoli or air cells of lungs (due to 
dilution by the residual or re- 
tained air of the lungs) of one- 
fourth or even one-third. 
have, therefore, at sea level -in 
the lung air cells on the average, 
an oxygen percentage of 14 to 15, 
and an oxygen pressure of 103 
millimeters of mercury. In the 
recent stratosphere experiments of 





We 


Captain Stevens, sampling of thef 


atmosphere indicated that 
composition of the air is practi- 
cally unchanged up to an altitude 
of approximately 14 miles. 


the 


How Oxygen Enters Blood Stream i 


The partial pressure 
oxygen of lung air normally is 
greater than that of the blood 


stream, resulting in a flow of oxy-f 


gen from the lungs into the blood, 
where it is held in combination in 
the red blood cells by means of 
henioglobin, which is the red part 
of blood. Oxygen enters the body 
by means of the gas-exchange 
mechanism of the lungs, the oxy- 
gen diffusing with great rapidity 
through the thin capillary walls of 


of thef 


z 


Se aerate wes URORe ERK 


the air tubes of the lungs and intoff 


the hemoglobin of the red cells, 
while the carbon dioxide, the 
(waste) end-product of combus- 


weneoeeres 


tion, which is carried in the plas-ff 
ma or liquid part of the body,B 
leaves the blood by the sameff 


route. 
discussed more fully below. 


Rate of Oxygen Intake Function 


| Of Absolute Pressure 


Gas does not move of itself; 


These various facts will bef 


niger 


some force is needed to make it dof 


tween the oxygen in the alveolar 


| . 2 . . 
| so, and this force is here derived 
| from the difference in pressure be- 


jeratyy 


(or lung cell) air and that in the 


blood. The greater the pressure 
difference the greater the diffus- 
ing force and hence the greater 
the rate of gas exchange. From 
these considerations it will be ap- 
parent that the rate of intake of 
oxygen into the blood is a func- 
tion, not of its percentage in the 
but of its absolute 
In a mixture of gases 
ingredient exerts the same 
pressure as it would if it alone 
The 
pressure of a gas varies inversely 
This leads to the 
cecnclusion that in an atmosphere 
of ordinary air at “normal’’ pres- 
sure, the real or absolute or “par- 


pressure. 


. : ~ oS | tial” pressure of the oxygen is of 
and his official report of the inci- | 


the order of 21 per cent of 762 


| millimeters mercury, or 160 milli- 


meters mercury. (In other words, 
oxygen is only 21% of air and 


| therefore exerts only its part of 
| the total pressure of the several 


gases in air we breathe.) Conse- 
quently, since the composition of 
the air is almost constant at all 
heights attainable by man, and 
since the atmospheric pressure 
falls according to a rather com- 
plex formula as height increases 
(the rate of fall being greater 
near the ground), it follows that 
from the moment when a pilot 
leaves the ground, the force avail- 
able for pushing oxygen into his 
blood begins to decrease. 








yet no air line fatalities. Most 
pilots, through the Air Line Pilots 
Association, have effected working 
agreements between their com- 
panies and their councils. Hence, 
their jobs have assumed a degree 
of security. This, although seem- 
ingly of little importance, has 2 
great bearing on the individuals 
peace of mind. If a pilot’s thoughts 
are free of any worry of the fu- 
ture, his entire faculties can be 
directed to the problem of cor- 
ducting his flight safely. There is 
now only one thing lacking for the 
air line pilot’s mental serenity, a 
pension and disability plan. Since 
his job and posterity are only as- 
sured so long as he is physically 
perfect, his future can assume no 
definite proportions. The best he 
can hope for is ten to fifteen years 
of active air line captaincy. So, to 
further cement air line safety, the 
whole world should PULL FOR 
THAT PENSION. 


Screen. 





S 


LATEST 








On Februz 
thority demonst 
tem and the vai 
perimental stat 
representing th 
to give my imp 


Systems § 


As you kn 
of the AIR LIN 
lation of instrur 
air terminals th 
ment to be ins 
the Authority’s 
most of you w 
due to these ins 
nent landing s} 

System Is C 


The radio 
prised of four | 
radio range), tl 

The NE r 
instrument lanc 
the NE end of | 





OUTER MARHE 





POINT OF | 


Ti, 


4500" 


L wotdd 





b—13000'— 


The glide 
of the runway 
way. The inne 
runway. (See 
2% miles fror 

The locali 
along the cent« 
area southeast 
The e1 
imaginary red. 
you will notice 
middle. Green ; 
ever the vertic 
from the pivot 
the indicator, t 
the map. If tl 
he can be assu 
vertical positio 
be assured that 
heading of the 


Ft ees neces 








~~ 


i 


RIGHT OF € 
BELOW GLIDE 


b iets 


Miniature 
In the cen 
airplane. The 
easterly direct 
ment approac! 
order to fly te 
The glide 
strument. WI] 
the needle is « 
path. If the 
glide path. I 
glide path. 
Conseque 
proper directic 
miniature airp 
tal needles. 
Outer Ma 





The aver 
outer marker i 





408 April, 1940 


00d 


. in 

of 
art 
ody 
nge 
xXy- 
lity 
; of 
nto 
alls, 


US- 
las- 


dy, Be 


ume 
| be 


Most 


king 
:0m- 


gree 
2eM.- 
aS 2 
uals 
ghis 
. fu- 
1 be 
cor- 
re 1s 
the 


since 
y as- 
cally 
e no 
t he 
rears 
0, to 
, the 
FOR 


Se ne ee aed: 


& 


Amat RARE RRR LI TIPE yeh WTA Se 


A nd sh elimi 


se Sei wr i a ne lca et sie a an a ae 


RE Se Wisc ONE STIR OED 





' 
se Saale MAG oe 


fe ALN te 


SRE RAR MT COR i oa 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 


Nine 











& 
\ 


LATEST INSTRUMENT LANDING METHODS 
DEMONSTRATED . 
By PILOT JOHN L. MAGDEN, TWA 

On February 13, 14, and 15, 1940, the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority demonstrated to the aviation public the instrument landing sys- 
tem and the various types of approach lights installed at the CAA ex- 
perimental station, Indianapolis, Ind. Since I had the privilege of 
representing the ALPA at this demonstration, I have been requested 














.f) to give my impression of the instrument landing system. 


Systems Slated for Ten Airports Substantially Identical to 
That Demonstrated 
As you know, by reference to this column in the December issue 
of the AIR LINE PILOT, the CAA intends to proceed with the instal- 
lation of instrument landing equipment at approximately ten important 
air terminals throughout the United States. Since the type of equip- 
ment to be installed is substantially identical with that developed at 


the Authority’s experimental station at Indianapolis, and the fact that | 


most of you will be making instrument landings in the near future 
due to these installations, I feel that a brief description of the instru- 
ment landing system at this time is desirable. 

System Is Comprised of Four Elements: Localizer, Glide Path, 

Inner Marker, and Outer Marker 

The radio instrument landing system at Indianapolis was com- 
prised of four elements, namely, the localizer (usual type two-course 
radio range), the glide path, an inner marker, and an outer marker. 

The NE runway at Indianapolis was used in demonstrating the 
instrument landing system. The localizer was located 1150 feet off 
the NE end of the NE-SW runway. See Figure 1. 
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The glide path building was approximately 1300 feet to the right 
of the runway and 950 feet in from the NE end of the NE-SW run- 
way. The inner marker was located 2275 feet off the SW end of the 
runway. (See Figure 1.) The outer marker lies on the approach path 
24% miles from the inner marker. 

The localizer transmitter produces a visual radio range course 
along the center of the runway and the runway extended. The entire 
area southeast of the localizer range course is colored an imaginary 
green. The entire area to the northwest of the course is colored an 
imaginary red. Now referring to Figure 2 (blind landing instrument) 
you will notice at the bottom of the scale a sector which is split in the 
middle. Green appears on the left and red appears on the right. When- 


» ever the vertical needle (localizer indicator), that is, the one hanging 


“ety 


‘f from the pivot at the top, points to the green sector at the bottom of 
| the indicator, the pilot may be assured that he is in the green area on 
= the map. 
S he can be assured that he is in the red area. 


If the vertical needle points to the red sector on the meter, 
If the pointer is in the 
vertical position which bisects the green and red sectors, the pilot can 
be assured that he is on the bisector of the runway, regardless of the 
heading of the airplane. 








So 








RIGHT OF COURSE 
BELOW GLIDE PATH 


tay £2 


ON COVASE 
ON GLIDE PATH 


FIG. & 


4@€fT OF SOUVRSE 


ABOVE GLIDE PATH 











Miniature Airplane Indicates Proper Direction for Approach 

In the center of the instrument you will observe a small miniature 
airplane. The procedure to remember is that when flying in a north- 
easterly direction, that is, the proper direction for making an iristru- 
ment approach, the airplane should be flown toward the needle in 
order to fly toward the course. 

The glide path needle is pivoted on the left hand side of the in- 
strument. When approaching the field for an instrument landing, if 
the needle is above.the airplane, the airplane is lower than the glide 


path. If the needle is below the airplane, the airplane is above the 
glide path. If the needle is horizontal, then the airplane is on the 
glide path. 


Consequently, the procedure to remember when flying in the 
proper direction for making an instrument landing is simply to fly the 
miniature airplane toward the intersection of the vertical and horizon- 
tal needles. 

Outer Marker Operates Purple Light—Inner Marker Flashes 

Amber Light 

The average height at which the aircraft approaches over the 

outer marker is approximately 500 feet. The outer marker operates a 


Rain, Fog, Ete.— 
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LATE NEWS 











schedules and I ain’t never seen 
nuthin like it. The navy is also 
with us in full force. All the new 
copilots hail from Pensacola or 
thereabouts and nautical parlance 
is now the order of the day. In- 
stead of Gear UP, it is now “Stand 
by to hoist the rolling gear” or in- 
stead of Gear DOWN it is “Abaft 
ye lubber, come about to lower 
away.” Also, of course, there are 
still the expressions of “Hard a 
Port” and “Starboard your helm” 
that we all will master with a little 
practice. And they certainly -give 
you a suspicious look if you ask 
them to stick their head out the 
window to see if the gear is down. 
They are all a fine bunch of fel- 
lows though and we are glad to 
have them around even if a map is 
now a chart. 
About Inventor Darnell’s 
Automatic Schedule Maker 

Cecil (Yum Yum) Darnell, after 
a great deal of experiment and 
scientific research, has perfected a 
little gadget known as the Darnell 
Automatic Schedule Maker. Like 
all great inventions its mechanism 
is simple, consisting merely of four 
small rubber suction caps fitting 
snugly over the Man. Pres. gauges 
and the Tachs. Emergency instruc- 
tions for its use are in the words 
of its creator, “pull ’em back just 
a little bit when they get to stink- 
ing but don’t let the horns blow.” 


become effective June 2, 1940 and 
Plan No. 4 on June 11, 1940. On 
May 24th Senator Byrnes, Chair- 
man of the Senate Select Commit- 
tee on Reorganization, introduced 
a concurrent resolution which 
would make Plans 3 and 4 effec- 
tive on June 30, 1940. The reason 


for this postponement is not 
known. 
Resigns 


Charles P. Graddick, Superin- 
tendent of Air Mail for the Post 
Office Department, recently re- 
signed to take a position with 
United Air Lines as Director of 
Mail and Express, effective June 
1, 1940. 





Reorganization 


On May 22nd the President sent | 
Reorganization Plan No. 5 to Con-| 
gress calling for the transfer of | 
the Bureau of Immigration and | 
Naturalization from the Depart- 
ment of Labor to the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation under the| 
Attorney General. In order that 
this plan may become effective | 
this year, it will be necessary for 
Congress to adopt a special Reso- | 
lution. Such Resolution has been 








introduced by Congressman Coch- 
ran which would make Plan No. 5 
effective ten days after the adop- 
tion of said Resolution. 


Father Freyer, alias Fearless Fred, 
has arrived at the happy stage of 
a captaincy and has instructed his 
attorney to look into the little mat- 
ter of getting him paid for a little 
night time for the two hours he 
flew in the afternoon during the 
recent eclipse. Woeful Pappy 
Wedgeworth checked out last week 
and started cab-breaking new co- 
pilots this week. Also George 
Cheetham looks just like a grown 
man with that other full stripe on 
his arm. R. V. Carleton returned 
from his Florida vacation with a 
nice tan. He spent his time lolling 
in the surf like a true son of the 
beach. And all the other termites 
of Council No. 42 are newsless as 
most of them have been under 


Appointed 


The appointment of J. Monro 
Johnson, former Assistant Secre-| 
tary of Commerce, to membership 
on the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission was confirmed by the Sen- 
ate May 14, 1940. This appoint- 
ment leaves a vacancy in the De- 
partment of Commerce which, the 
President announced some time 
ago, probably would be filled by 
Hinckley. Thus far, however, 
Hinckley’s appointment has not 
been sent down. 





cover during their spring planting. 
So enough of this poison pen let- 
ter and unless some misguided 
member, who might have misin- 
terpreted the gay frothy intent of 
my remarks as something sinister, 
slips me a hotfoot with a blow- 
torch I’ll lie some more next 
month. 


Rumored 


The most recent rumor emanat- 
ing from Washington is the possi- 
bility of the establishment of a 


(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1) 


light on the instrument panel continuously at a rate of two 
per second for a period of eight seconds. The inner marker 
flashes an amber light for approximately 142 seconds when the plane 
passes over it at an altitude of 45 feet. The light flashes at the rate 
of six dots per second. 

Duplication of Landing Instruments in Cockpit Deemed Desirable 

I feel that it is very important that both the pilot and copilot 
check the altitude at which the plane crosses the markers and be sure 
that the actual altitude is very close to the designated altitude for 
crossing the markers. This will not only check on the calibration of 
the instrument but will help as a check against the flight path needle 
sticking. If the flight path needle should stick in the down position it 
would be quite easy to fly into the ground before — at the 
boundaries of the field. The possibility of the flight path needle stick- 
ing is not as remote as some may think, as it did stick on one of our 
check flights. This could be very serious. Consequently, I feel it de- 
sirable to have a duplication of landing instruments in the cockpit. 

In Practical Operation We Are Not as Interested in the Ideal 

But the Average or Extreme Condition 

Since I flew one day as check pilot in the instrument landing tests, 
I had a very good opportunity to observe the technique of some of 
the pilots. One of aes pilots having had previous experience with 
the instrument, was very successful in keeping the needles centered. 
In all of his' approaches the airplane oeainated the ground in almost 
the ideritical spot, each time in the center of the runway, and ap- 
proximately the same distance from the end of the runway. In each 
case the plane contacted the ground in a practically level attitude with 
a very low rate of descent. I point this out to show what may be ex- 
pected in a completely blind landing provided everything is working 
normally and the needles are centered when contact with the ground 
is made. However, in its practical application we are not as interested 
in the ideal as we are in the average or the extreme condition. 

Believes Visual Contact wtih Ground Is Very Important 

There will be times when the plane will contact the ground in an 
attitude not safe for landing. Of course the use of the tricycle landing 
gear will reduce this hazard considerably. However, there is still the 
possibility of instrument failure or of the instrument sticking. Con- 
sequently, I feel that visual contact with the ground, before actual 
contact is made is very important. This can be accomplished by re- 
stricting operations to a positive ceiling, say 50 feet, or there is the 
possibility that satisfactory visual contact may be made under zero 
conditions by the use of a properly designed ayy system. The 
practical value of such a lighting system can only be determined by 
tests made under actual conditions. 

Success of System Largely Dependent Upon Ease Transfers Are Made 

I feel that the transfer stage from the radio range to the blind 
landing instrument, and from the blind landing instrument to the ap- 
proach lights is very important. The success of the instrument landing 
system will depend to a large extent on the ease by which these trans- 
fers can be made. 

The practical application of the instrument landing system will 
come with the confidence of the air line pilot in such a system. I don’t 
feel that a radical change from our present system to that of landing 
in zero conditions will be made overnight. Rather it will come about 
in gradual stages. I feel that the ceiling for letting down through will 
gradually lower as the confidence of the air line pilot in such a system 
increases. 
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WA 4V 
James Boys 

Ride Again 

By P. F. KOEHN | 


Council No. 11, PCA 
Washington, D, C. 





_To protect my $7.39 reserve 
pilot pay (plus mileage, oh boy), 
it behooves me to subject youse 
guys to this column. The gent (if 
I may use that term) we have to 
blame is none other than our erst- 
while friend Jimmy (one of the 
Penn-Central James boys) Shutt. 
For those who came in late, Jesse 
started quite a clan, and we here 
in Washington have five of the 
survivors, namely, Shutt, Ringer, 
Graham, Franklin, and Gott. So, 
what chance has a renegade with 
any other name? 

Heads I Win, Tails You Lose 

Now to explain my trying to 
protect my hard earned means of 
exchange. Shutt’s edict is that if 
no column is written it costs me a 
fin, and if there is one sent in I 
can keep the five slugs, big-heart- 
ed guy, eh! 

Our new and most able-bodied 
chairman held his first meeting 
the other night and a likely crowd 
gathered. Sixteen out of a pos- 
sible twenty-two attended. Not 
bad for a starter, but we’ll do bet- 
ter. I hear that Lowell is brewing 
up something special to increase 
the turnout, and I don’t mean he 
is cooking with gas. Everyone is 
wishing Lowell Scroggins the best 
of everything in his new and most 
honored headache. 

Hot Seat for Those Who 
Don’t Attend—Scroggins 

Minute-man McQuigg, live wire 
secretary to you, who read your 
letters from Chicago, is quite busy 
these days trying to help L. V. 
pick up new and novel ways of 
getting 99% at the meetings this 
year. It is rumored that there 
Will be a hot seat for those who 
don’t attend and a Scroggins’ 
Rules for Order for those who do. 

The latest victim of the new 
car bug around here is none other 
than Al Wilson, and boy, did he 
hit the jackpot (attention Gar- 
low). It has the “hydra-matic 
drive” included. All you have to 
do is get away from the factory, 
Mel, and know the right people. 
Beware—lIt’s Catching— 

Four Bachelors Snared 

Since the: first of the month the 
four bachelors, Read, McQuigg, 
Crisfield, and Wright, have moved 
into the Honeymoon Lane of the 
subdivision, Buckingham. Careful, 
boys, it may be catching. 

Then, of course, Graham and 
Harter are planning to receive 
their mail at “The Club” this sum- 
mer. For those interested in the 
locations, it is the good-looking 
course about four miles from the 
field on the Washington-Pittsburgh 
route. Looks as though the sea- 
shore is being abandoned for a 
summer in the hills. Remember 
though, soft shells are a lot harder 
to get at a swank golf club. 

Ralph Sewell Leads the Field 
In Cow Pasture Pool 

Ralph Sewell seems to be lead- 
ing the field as to early practice 
rounds. Look out, fellows, he has 
been secretly practicing since the 
middle of March. 

Maybe we shouldn’t mention 
McQuigg’s losing his earphones. 


DEADLINE— 


(Continued from Page 8) 


trol. When he was asked for his 
log book at the airport the other 
day, he perplexed the dispatcher 
by turning over the plans for his 
eabin. Joe Hammer has made so 
many guns for his sportsmen 
friends that he’s afraid it would 
be suicide for him to go hunting. 
“Red” Clark Growls for Bigger 
And Better Newsletters 

While I was buying lumber one 
day, “Doc” Ator walked in attired 
in his carpenter’s garb, which con- 
sisted of a square pencil over his 
ear, and asked for knotty pine. 
The lumber man asked how many 
board feet he needed, and “Doc” 
announced that he came to buy 
panelling, not artificial legs. 

When Harry Clark reads this 
newsletter he will continue to 
growl, “Say, when are you going 
to write a newsletter?” 
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“Lobby To Save Lives” Well Received On Capitol Hill/Ears Retracted— KHERID 
,.% Ly ae , (Continued from Page 7) (Continued 





MEDITATING— Representative Andrew L. Somers (Demo- 





—Aeme Photo. 


crat) of New York in a comfortable position as he listens atten- 
tively to the pilots’ plea for support in the fight to hold the 
unparalleled air safety gain made since the Air Safety Board 
and CAA started functioning. It was a big task for the pilots 
to see all the legislators but it paid dividends; a more thorough 
understanding of the air safety problem and its relation to law 


mak:ng. (L. to r.): 
EAL, and Hopkins, C&S. 


Representative Somers, Pilots Young, 











LATE NEWS 


(Continued from Page 9) 
new Department of National De- 
fense. To this new department 
will be transferred, so it is re-| 
ported, the War Department, the | 
Navy Department and the C.A.A. | 
One of the possibilities mentioned | 
is the creation of an aviation unit 
within the department which| 
would control the Army and Navy | 
air services as well as the civil 
aviation functions of the C.A.A. 


Exhibition 

Bolling Field, Washington, D. C., 
will be the scene of a striking 
demonstration to the public of | 
America’s aerial might and poten- 
tialities beginning May 26. Rep- 
resentatives of the Army, Navy, 
CAA, air lines, and manufacturers 
are organizing the _ exhibition 
which will be staged under the 
title ‘National Aviation Forum.” 


13 Hours 


Purchase of ten additional DC- 
4’s and ten additional DC-3’s is 
announced by United Air Lines. 
Total cost, $4,875,000. It is ex- 
pected that the giant 25-ton 
planes, capable of flying 228 miles 
an hour, will carry travellers from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific in 13 
hours. Passenger capacity, 40. In 
the meantime, TWA announces it 
will begin flying its giant 4-engine 
Boeing Stratoliner, coast to coast, 
early this summer. 


Internal Forces 
Abrogate A.S.B. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
or political.” When this didn’t 
work, political shifts were an- 
nounced. The Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce, Johnson, was sent 
to the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission and information was cir- 
culated that Chairman Hinckley of 
the Authority was to be sent to 
the DOC in his place. Obviously 
all these moves were made to 
soften the opposition, which re- 
fused to be softened by such thin- 
veiled maneuvering to submerge 
the real issue, which was—should 
the independent regulatory contro] 
machinery and influence free air 
accident investigation procedure 
set up by the Aeronautics Act 
of 1938 be destroyed and every- 
thing placed back under the De- 
partment of Commerce which had 























made such an infamous mess of 


things when it did regulate civil 
aeronautics and investigate acci- 
dents? To combat these moves, 
the ‘“‘Lobby to Save Lives,’ whose 
efforts of 1938 were largely re- 
sponsible for the establishment of 
the Air Safety Board, was again 
called to Washington on April 28, 
1940, to lay the real problems of 
air safety before the legislators 
on Capitol Hill firsthand. They 
did an excellent job. On May 8, 
1940, the issue came before the 
House and Reorganization Plan 
No. 4 was voted down by a plu- 
rality of 79 votes. Then the fight 
shifted to the Senate where a com- 
mittee of 9 senators, including a 
number of administration lieuten- 
ants, held a two-day hearing. The 
witnesses called before this com- 
mittee were Harold D. Smith, Bud- 
get Director; Mr. Hinckley, CAA 
Chairman; Mr. Hester, CAA Ad- 
ministrator; and two deposed Air 
Safety Board employees, Sumpter 
Smith and D. T. Lane. All testi- 
fied in favor of Reorganization 
Plan No. 4. This was fully ex- 
pected before they took the stand. 
The Safety Board members, Tom 
Hardin and C. B. Allen, were the 
only other witnesses. They testi- 
fied briefly, mostly in their own 
defense, against the baseless criti- 
cism that had been heaped upon 
them in the furtherance of the 
confusion tactics that were so} 
common in this fight. They testi- | 
fied about the many accomplish- 
ments and innumerable contribu- 
tions that the Air Safety Board 
had made to the present splendid 
air safety record, but to no avail. 
After these hearings were over, it | 
was no surprise to see this com- 
mittee move in favor of Reorgan- 
ization Plan No. 4. Again, this | 
was expected. 
Fight Shifts to Senate 

Next, the matter shifted to the 
Senate for a vote. There was} 
some last-minute shifting and the | 
matter became largely political. 
Much more could be said but it 
would serve no useful purpose. 
Regardless of everything that was 
done by the proponents of Reor- 
ganization Plan No. 4 to becloud 
and confuse the issue, it remains 
clean cut and unmistakable. 
Air Safety Board Destroyed 

Reorganization Plan No. 4 ab- 
solutely destroys the present Air | 
Safety Board and its independent | 
air accident investigating setup. | 
This is definitely proved in just | 
one paragraph of the President’s | 
prepared press conference state- 
ment of April 30, 1940, which | 
follows: 

“The function of investigat- 
ing accidents is transferred to 
the Civil Aeronautics Board 
which, unlike the present Air 
Safety Board, will not be 


| the 


COMPLACENCE—The pilots were agreeably surprised 


when they called on Representative John M. Vorys (Republi- 
can) of Ohio and found that he was a former pilot in the Naval 
Instead of pilot meeting legislator the pilots met 
Because of his cockpit experience he had a 
thorough knowledge and sympathetic understanding of the 
problems of air safety. Pictured here is the group indulging 
(L. to r.): Young, EAL; Mills, 
Braniff ; Luethi, NWA, and Rep 


Air Service. 
a pilot legislator. 


in some leave-taking repartee. 


helpless to take positive steps 
toward preventing the recur- 


rence of accidents. Unlike the 
Air Safety Board, the Civil 
Aeronautics Board will have 
the power to prescribe air 
safety rules, regulations, and 


standards and to suspend or 
revoke certificates after hear- 
ing. Not only does this con- 
tinue the present independence 
of accident investigation, but 
it also makes possible prompt 
translation of findings into 
corrective action.” 
Back to D. O. C. Practices 
Anyone who has any knowledge 
of the situation whatsoever will, 
after studying this paragraph, 
realize that it means returning to 
the very same practices indulged 


in by the Department of Com- 
merce. These were, first, to make 
the rules, approve the aids and 


equipment on which depended hu- 
man life, and then when an acci- 
dent occurred to investigate its 
own adequacy in providing such 
safeguards. 
son to believe that this isn’t exact- 





; weapon of 


| Nation. The correctness of this 
theory is proven by the record 
that the Air Safety Board has 


There is no good rea- | 


ly what will happen again now} 


that the regulating of civil flying 


and air accident investigating has | uy 
| were publicized and enlarged upon 


been consolidated and placed back 
under the Department of Com- 
merce. The Civil Aeronautics 


ord in the twenty-one months of 


their existence. Against this 
stands the record of 473 pilots, 
| passengers, and stewardesses 


killed under the politically-ridden, 
perfunctory control of civil flying 
and air transportation by the De- 
partment of Commerce. Certainly 
the pilots didn’t want to go back 
to that. That is why they resist- 
ed with every power at their com- 
mand. 


Veiled Political Maneuvering 


| Fails to Alter Facts 


These are hard, cold irrefutable 
facts that cannot be changed or 
detracted from by shifting politi- 
cal puppets, handing out Depart- 
ment of Justice reports or opin- 


| ions, or disseminating Budget Bu- 
|reau bickerings, or by all of the 


other transparent politically-in- 


| volved maneuverings which went 


on behind an extremely thin veil 
to furnish the proponents of Re- 
organization Plan No. 4 the neces- 
sary propaganda to confuse the 
issue. Despite all these moves, 
issue remains clean cut and 
unmistakable. 
Public Opinion Strongest Enforcer 
In the President’s press release 
of April 30, much was made of 
the point that the Air Safety 
Board is helpless to take positive 
steps to enforce its air safety rec- 


resentative Vorys. 





ommendations. This is the exact 
theory around which the whole Air 
Safety Board functions revolve. 
The President 


rect power to enforce its decisions. 
—The Air Safety Board does have 
the power to recommend what 
should be done to prevent air 
crashes and the power to make 
these recommendations public: 
From this point on it is a matter 
of public opinion taking a hand 
which is the strongest possible 
enforcement in the 
governmental structure of a free 


is right when he} 
| Says the Board does not have di- 





made since it started functioning 
to create a world’s air 
record. 

The Fight Goes On 


It was also noticeably early in| 


the controversy that an attempt 
was being made to discredit the Au- 
thority and Air Safety Board and 


| the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 


itself by injecting personalities. 
Much was made of petty Budget 
Bureau bickerings which are so 
common in Washington. Several 
other petty personal differences 
issue. 


to confuse the The pro- 


|ponents of Reorganization Order 
Authority and the Air Safety | No. 4 closed their eyes to the fact 
Board have proved their worth by | that this is a country governed by 








| achieving a world air safety rec- | laws and men, and when the lat- 


ter does not function properly un- 
der the law they should be 
promptly removed. They closed 
their eyes completely to a factor 
that is only plain common sense— 
good laws should not be scuttled 
because of shortcomings of a few 
Federal employees. The opponents 
of the latest shift, placing the 
control of civil flying and air 
transportation back into politics, 
are not discouraged. The fight 
will go on. What has happened is 
merely another round to free the 
control of commercial flying and 
air transportation from politics 
and all of its harmful and retard- 
ing influences. The fight will go 
on against the hamshackling influ- 
ences of bureaucratic self-seekers. 
To have a maximum degree of air 
safety in air transportation and 
civil flying generally, the Federal 
regulatory agency must have 
quasi-judicial and quasi-legislative 
powers and be independent of the 
executive branch of the govern- 
ment to properly do the job. Ac- 
cidents must be investigated by an 
agency that does not have the 
power to regulate and must be 
free to make its findings abso- 
lutely VOID of all influences 
whatsoever. THAT, IN A NUT- 
SHELL, is WHAT THE FIGHT 
IS ALL ABOUT AND WHY IT 
MUST GO ON. 


safety | 


T’ll at least get a denial. They 
will squirm in their sleep and 
finally come around with a bunch 
of untruths, telling me what they 
would like for me to write (which 
I won’t). So, the following items 
are the truth, so help me. I'll 
need help when this is printed. 
The company counted its pen- 
nies and then stepped out and pur- 
chased some Douglas equipment 
and all the old men have checked 
out on them. This new equipment 
necessitated additional personnel, 
So, the company obtained the 
cream of the crop from American} 
Airlines. Her name is Laura Wi- 
zark, she is chief stewardess. A 
charming young lady is she, andf 
we all wish her lots of luck.§ 
(She’ll need it.) 
Doom Predicted for Capt. Buice 
As one fellow stated the other} 
day, “This flying business is ter-f 
rible, with the new stewardess andj 
all, we are now forced to act likej 
gentlemen in the cockpit ’causefj 
you never know when a steward-j 
ess might be peeking.”’ ‘ 
“Nude” Buice was_ recentlyf 
made a Captain and you can’th 
knock that grin off his face with} 
a sledge hammer. He is also the 
only intelligent Captain in thef 
company. He is single. But, he 
now has that certain gleam in his 
eyes which will more than likely{ 
get him married and then he will 
be as dumb as the rest of us for 
his normal span, 
Look—Crash Pads in the Front 
Charlie (Gertrude) Dolson hadf 
a swell vacation. He took over 
the Navy for two weeks. Well 
hardly recognized him when he r 
turned from Miami with a nic 
tan complexion, cosmopolitan man-ff 
ners, a yen for fish, and sporting} 
a newly-acquired Yiddish accent. 
We just found the reason fo 
Pete Reinhart’s rush to get 
checked on the Douglas. We un 
derstand he is a little self-con-f 
scious in the Electra nowadays.ff 
Recently, Pete had a member off 
our traffic department on board§ 
and this traffic representative was} 
in high gear giving one of thel 
passengers his all, in the way of aff 
sales talk. Pete entered the cabinjf 
at one of the intermediate stops{f 
and proceeded up forward; hej 
bent over and folded up in orderf 
to get into the Electra cockpitJ 
About that time the traffic expertf 


: 


r 
+0 


|looked up and pointed forward 





saying to the passenger as heff 
pointed, “Look, we also have crashf 
pads in the front.” 

McBride Trains for Soap Box Derby 

Lee (Swenson) McBride is sav- 
ing all the bent nails, wire, rope, 
and banana crates he can find so 
he can enter the soap box derbyf 
again this year. The car he won 
last year is too long to fit into his 
garage. He figures that if he wins 
2 years straight, they might give 
him two little ones. 

Luke Williamson was out swim- 
ming the other day with his little 
nephew. Luke figured he had bet- 
ter take the little fellow under his 
wing and give him some of the 
fine points of the diving routine} 
On the first dive when Luke’s bald 
head showed above the top of the 
water, the boy hit him and said, 
“Uncle Luke, you go back down 
and put your trunks on before you 
come up.” 

Van Clicks Off Hundred in Exam on 
Ether Waves While Under Ether 

Floyd (Pug) Addison (he is ‘o 
do our official fighting for us this 
year), our new chairman, is work- 
ing on the Association’s stuff and 
things for this council and doing 
a right jam-up job. He is also giv} 
ing the chief stewardess some tips 
on handling passengers. He is the 
only one in these parts that has 
that job down to a paying business. 

John Van Vuren was also 1e- 
cently checked as a Captain and 
after one run, they took him to 
the hospital for an operation. He 
is back on the run and doing swell. 
However, the company looked over 
its files and found that Van was 
due for a six months’ check while 
he was in the hospital. So they 
gave him the meteorology exam 
while still. under the influence of 
ether. Van made 100 on the ex: 
amination and just in case you fel 
lows would like to have the correc! 
answers, here they are. 


(Continued on Page 11, Col. 2) 
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SHERIDAN— 


(Continued from Page 4) 
icians: in political bureaus like it 
yas during the crash period. 

“The lives of our passengers 


| 


are precious to us air line pilots, | 
vhichiand also there is prosperity to| 


hink about. 
ndustry represented about 
hundred millions of dollars; this 


two 


pen- Bear it will represent over a bil- 


ion in sales alone, not counting a 


Miollar investment. 


Pleading for Lives of Passengers 
‘Anyone can see what a blow it 
vould be to all of us if the Air 
afety Board and the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority go. Of course, 
ng an air line pilot, I am plead- 
« for the lives of my passengers. 
jy urge that you write your repre- 
tative, your senator, and the 
liter of your newspaper. It was 
never more clear than it is today 
that a man, or a nation, has no 


1 have your rights in this mat- 


| EDBETTER— 


(Continued from Page 4) 
fection. 
‘Naturally, we of the Air Line 
»ts Association want to do 
rything in our power to safe- 





2» 


puard the gains of American avia- 
tion. We see this jeopardized in 
the Reorganization Bill now before 
Congress. 


Public Urged to Write Congress 
o Defeat Reorganization 

Plan No. 4 

us air line pilots and so our 
-e is small. But we believe you 
‘epresenting the final will of this 
.erican democracy 


pf 
vO 
Al 
Wi 
bo 
rE 

BUT 





"y. Therefore, we make this ap- 


yremacy in the air means, both 
us and to you. May I urge you 
write or wire your congressman 
ing him to prevent the change 
n status of the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority, and retain the Air 
Safety Board. Thereby, you will 
be serving American aviation 
which has served you so well.” 


CARMELL— 


(Continued from Page 4) 


/xcellent Record of Safety 


Follows Establishment of 
Air Safety Board 

“What has been the result of 
the work of the Air Safety Board? 
For the past year over eighty-seven 
million miles have been flown and 
more than two million passengers 
Were carried without one fatality. 
Prior to the creation of the Air 


Safety Board, Mr. President, that 
you now seek to abolish, one pi.ot 
was killed every twenty-eight days 
And one passenger every fifteen 
lays. Do you want this condition 


‘xist again? 





ilots, Press, Public, and 
Air Industry Against 
oposed Change 
“In your statement of May 1, 
0, Mr. President, you charged 
ignorance and politics were 
hind the move to oppose the 
ange. Let me answer that the 
yr movement of America has 
en behind you and fought for 
politically. The Air Line 
ilots Association, an AFOL In- 
national Union, is fighting you 
he issue of safety and nothing 
. The press of the nation, 
ther it be Democratic, Repub- 
ican, or Independent, has almost 
animously spoken against this 
1 of reorganization. We are 
ain that the air travelling pub- 
ic and the industry do not want 
tion put under the control of 
overnment department which 
nade such a poor record. 
rges Public to Voice Feelings 
o Their Congressmen 
“In the name of all that is true 
holy, and on behalf of the 
rives and children of those pilots 
hose lives are involved, and in 
he name of those who have given 
heir lives in the past in the hope 
hat the errors which have taken 
hem from this earth will not be 
epeated, we appeal to you, radio 





‘BPudience, to write to your Con- 


Bressmen and Senators immed- 
ately urging them to vote against 
Reorganization Plan No. 4.” 


Four years ago our | 


ichts that he does not fight for. } 


‘There are only a few hundred | 


| 


| 
| 





| 
| 








can raise a} 
ce that will mean our final vic- | 


il in behalf of all that America’s | 


Make Him Scribe 


(Continued from Page 10) 


Questionable— 


(Continued from Page 6) 





1. Q. What is a warm front? 
Ans. There are_ several 
lines of thought on this sub- 
ject but the authorities gen- 
erally agree that the correct 
answer is a last year’s — 
(censored). 
Q. What is a halo? 
Ans. It is something that 
all operations managers and 
all chief pilots see when 
they look at each other. It 
is also something that all 
CAA inspectors see when 
they look into a mirror. 
Q. What is lapse rate? 
Ans. The speed at which 
the brass hats lapse into the 
Great Silence when ap- 
proached relative to an in- 
crease in pecuniary remun- 
eration. 

For additional information on 
meteorology enclose 3-cent stamp. 


3. 


This is a fight for Amer-| Van is saving stamps. 


Grippe Plays Cruel Havoc With 
Cushing’s Voice—Is It a He or She? 


George Cushing recently made 
an extended trip across the line 
and somewhere around the Missis- 
sippi he got a bad case of the 
grippe. His voice changed to the 
cutest soprano with an occasional 
trill. Upon hearing George talk, 
several passengers asked, “Does 
she fly too?”” However, he has re- 
gained his manhood and is again 
functioning as all good chiefies 


| should. 


Some of you folks from out in 


the states have asked what the} 


people around Atlanta thought of 
“Gone With the Wind.” 
the general opinion although by no 
means authoritative. 


Critic Critical of 
Wind’’—You Should Know Fred, 
You Live There 


Katherine Scarlett O’Hara was 
the heroine, a winsome wench with 


| a figger like a marble statue and 


| was her pa. 


| 


Gerald O’Hara 
By nature he was 
most animal like. Proud as a pea- 
cock, he roared like a lion, and 


a head as hard. 


| rode like a dog at a pony show. 


After Sherman blew in, he blew 
out and was crazy as a bed-bug. 
Anyhow, Scarlett was in love with 


| Ashley Wilkes, who was in love 


with his cousin, Melanie, who was 


| in love with Ashley and so they 
| were married (Ashley and Mela- 





nie, in case you’re nuts too). This 
irritated Scarlett no end, and so, 
in quick succession she married 
for spite and for cash, respecvive- 
ly, a couple of fellers whose 
names we didn’t get. She didn’t 
either for long. 


The other major characters 
were Rhett Butler, Belle Watling, 
and a colored woman exactly like 
the one on the flapjack box. Rhett 
was a cross between Jessie James 
and Little Boy Blue and strongly 
reminiscent of Clark Gable. If 
Rhett had joined the lost cause in 
the second reel instead of after 
the intermission, the Confederacy 
would have won the war — and 
Belle. You’d have loved Belle. 
Everybody did. During the siege 
of Atlanta only three things were 
running, Belle’s place, Prissy’s 
nose, and the laundry that kept 
Rhett’s shirts snowy white. 


South Loses Again—What Can You 
Expect From Yankee Producers? 


Melanie’s baby arrived about 
the same time as Sherman did and 
both were equally welcomed by 
Searlett. It was, so far as our 
painstaking research revealed, the 
first baby born in technicolor. 


Anyhow, the South lost the war 
again in the picture (what could 
you expect with a lot of Yankee 
producers) and Scarlett married 
Rhett to get even with him. Their 
married life was just like sitting in 
hellfire and listening to a heavenly 
choir. Finally, Melanie kicked the 
bucket and Scarlett realized that 
she loved Rhett a heap more than 
she did Ashley. That gal Scarlett 
was as changeable as baby’s un- 
derwear. However, Rhett had 
taken enough foolishness and when 
Scarlett told him that she loved 
him he said, “Frankly, my dear, I 
don’t give a damn.” Neither did 
the audience. They were glad to 
see the end, their own having be- 
come numb. Me Too. 


Here is | 


“Gone With the | 
| a bird but it’s all very, very confi- 
| dential. 
| sons why a man will smile and say 








been bid by our senior pilots, 
which reduces down to the fact 
that not many of our pilots want 
to change their bases, but they 
want to know that they can if they 
want to. It is natural that cer- 
tain bases where incredible expan- 
sion is taking place will be quite 
unsettled, although such a state is 
due to the expansion and not par- 
ticularly to the bidding system. 
Our contract in actual practice 
has brought more satisfaction to 
the pilots than any other such un- 
written agreements or operating 
policies that we have ever had 
with the company. 
Suggests ALPA Technical 
Committee Work Closely 
With Douglas Engineers 

There is a mockup of part of 
the DC4 in hangar three. Our 
commissary department has al- 
ready started on its problems of 
food service, etc. Test pilot Dan 
Beard from the engineering de- 
partment is moving to the Coast to 
work with the Douglas company 
with regard to engineering prob- 
lems. And now is the time for 
our Air Line Pilots Association 
Technical Committee to move into 
the Douglas plant by appointment 
of a certain qualified committee- 
man to work hand in hand with 
the engineers of Douglas to see 
that our pilot problems are solved 
in the proper manner. 
Performs Like Bird, Hush— 
It’s Very Confidential 

I was talking to G. W. Hardy of 
Curtiss-Wright the other day try- 
ing to get some inside information 
on the test hops of the CW 20. 
All he could give me was a smile 
and a raised eyebrow as if to say 
we’ve got a knockout and a honey 
of an airplane and it performs like 


Now there are two rea- 


nothing when you ask him a ques- 
tion. One because he has aces 
back to back and the other be- 
cause he has nothing but wants 
you to think he has. While there 
are certain advantages with regard 
to speed in having all your power 
(if there is enough of it) in two 
units, there are glaring disadvan- 
tages that will send Curtiss-Wright 
all the way to South America be- 
fore they can sell it. But to quote 
a more favorable development of 
Curtiss-Wright. We have a set of 
their electric full-feathering pro- 
pellers on one of our ships that 
is getting very favorable comment 
from the pilots who fly the craft. 
There are about 200 pounds saved 
in weight and the propeller can be 
feathered and unfeathered any 
number of times in the air with- 
out dilution of the engine oil. If 
desired, the propeller can also be 
operated as a fixed pitch propeller 
in any setting. 
Council Gets Together, 
Geographically Speaking 

It is with great satisfaction that 
our council is getting back togeth- 
er, geographically speaking, after 
being spread over the state of New 
Jersey and New York. We should 
now have meetings with 100% at- 
tendance of all those in town at 
the time. Then a second meeting 
should be called on the following 
night to cover the men who were 
out of town the first night. The 
second meeting should be presided 
over by a vice-chairman appointed 
by the chairman, and the minutes 
of the previous night’s meeting 
read at the beginning. Bill Shan- 
non has taken an important step 
forward in holding the meetings at 
such a place as Antlers Restau- 
rant where adequate meeting 
rooms are available and: where an 
hour of social activity is possible 
after the business is over. It 
might develop to a point where 
we could bring the wives along 
for an evening of bridge while the 
meeting is in progress. As widely 
scattered as we are in the New 
York area, and being on the job 
or out of town such a large per- 
centage of the time, we need such 
contacts to solidify our council 
into the strong unit that it should 
be. With our new first officers 
being hired, and for the most part 
being stationed at New York, we 
must have in our minds those 
basie principles of the Air Line 
Pilots Association to pass on to 
them. 








| By the 
Airline Pilots 


MEET MR. SMEAR 

Here’s one for the Imagine That Column! Now that another 
round in the seemingly eternal struggle to free air transportation 
from entangling bureaucracies and political involvements has ended, 
we hear that Mr. Smear is again busy. He says that the pilots and 
their leaders made unfair demands on the President, etc., etc., at great 
length. When asked to be specific, he, as usual, failed to produce. 
Failed because his malicious whispers are pure fabrications. If fighting 
hard and clean for the safety of their lives and those of their passen- 
gers is wrong, Mr. Smear, then the pilots are wrong. By the way, 
where were you Mr. Smear, when the fight was on—cowering cowardly 
in the background as usual? We thought so! 

ae * x 


NAMES DELETED 

_ Scene: Airport Restaurant. A group of pilots’ wives having a 
auiet glass of milk. Conversation: Discussing their husbands — very 
peer ' - sii unusual — “How did 

“you ever come to mar- 
‘ry that funny man that 
‘invariably answers, 
‘Yes, dear,’ and snaps 
¥to attention when you 
speak?” — “I don’t 
know” was the puzzled 
reply. “You wouldn’t 
believe it, dearie, but 
when he proposed, I 
was so surprised that I 
4 fell out of bed.”—Hold 
a, wire! 


* 
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> FAR AND WIDE 
g Speaking of flying 
high, wide, and hand- 
some, here’s one for 
the book! A group of 
eager -like young fel- 
lows, slightly adventur- 
ous, showed up at Kelly 
Field, Texas, to form 
the United States Army 
flying cadet class of 
February 4, 1928. The 
usual percentage of this 
class sprouted wings 
and took off for far 
away places. Time 
passed, as it always 
does. Now, let’s take a 
look and see where 
“Maguire Has Been Flying High Without these homing pigeons 
A Seemann Soin” are homing at the pres- 
‘ ent moment. Royal 
Leonard, Rangoon to Hong Kong, China; Lewis M. Gravis, K. L. M. 
Europe; Kenneth Beer, San Francisco to Hong Kong; Pat Nolan, New 
York to Europe; Ed Eshleman, Oakland to San Diego; Paul Reeder, 
UAL Transcontinental; C. V. Abbot, TWA Transcontinental; Alexis 
Klotz, TWA Transcontinental; G. S. Darnell, Great Lakes to the Gulf 

route, and Joe Bartles, TWA Transcontinental. 
—Thanks to Royal Leonard, Hong Kong, China. 

* * * 


WILL POWER 


The person who possesses real will power is the one who can eat 
one peanut and then stop. 


* 





. — 
—Courtesy “Aviation.” 


*x* * * 
LISTEN, BROTHER—WE’RE LISTENING 

Three ““W” Mitchell, AA pilot, recently migrated to the New York 
sector and started looking for a cave in which he could park his stone 
axe and a few other bare necessities of life. When the superintendent 
of a building was showing Mitch a cozy little hole in the wall which 
was big enough to house his dog—providing the dog could be trained 
to go in and come out without turning around—the following conver- 
sation ensued: “How much?” asked Mitch. “One hundred stones a 
month,” answered the custodian. “I only wanted the cave, not the 
whole mountain,” said W.W.W. “Listen, brother, where are you from?” 
growled the keeper of the caves, brandish- * Es oe 
ing his stone axe menacingly. “Texas,” 
snapped Mitch, to which came the quick re- 
ply. “Well, what can you get for $100 a 
month down there?” Without as much as 
a quiver of an eyelash W. W. W. said, “The 
Governor’s Mansion.” é 
a 
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THEORETICAL PERFECTION 


A graduate of one of the larger air 
lines copilot school on his first trip, was told 
by the Captain to “up gear.” 

“Captain,” chirped the copilot, “I can 
draw you a picture of the complete hy- 
draulic system, but I’m damned if I know 
how to up the gear.” 

—Thanks to Del Hendrickson. 


* 


“IT ISN’T SO” 


During a lull in the recent Washing- 
ton “Lobby to Save Lives” fracas, P.A.A. 
Skipper Bill Winston decided to take a run 
up home to New York over the week-end. 
Pilot Ray Elsmore decided to accompany 
him for the purpose of lookifig over .ue 
Pan American clipper operation. Bill be- 
ing a gracious accommodating fellow, con- 
sented to act as Elsmore’s guide on an in- 
spection tour on one of Pan American’s 
giant ocean-going air liners. Finally, Bill 
said, ‘What do you think of it, Ray?” Ray 
standing in the center of the huge passen- 
ger compartment, looking around in wide- 
eyed amazement, sputtered, “Gee, Gosh, I 
don’t believe it!’ 


Pa 


* * 


Communique Extraordinary 
— In the war zone, Lon- 
don, England, with landing 
gears fully extended—just 


in case. ee os 
O’Neal and Willard Big- 
gers. “I’ve 


t cov- 
ered,” says DAA Scribe 
O’Neal. His pal, Wil, is 
lending gobs of moral sup- 
port. 
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News-Getter- 
Upper Reflects 
By SHERMAN WILLARD 


Council No. 19, AA 
Ft. Worth, Texas 





Calling Cecil Hefner! Where 
are you? I haven’t missed you 
since we wrote my last newsletter. 
Oh well, it should be cleaner any- 
way. 

Being elected by a 50% major- 
ity—by Paul Carpenter—as your 
official news-getter-upper I reflect, 
“no news is good news” so here 
goes. Since living so far out in 
the country no one seems to know 
I still work for the company ex- 
cept the chief pilot and jeep in- 
structor. 


Ten Days Off for Talking When 
He Should Have Been Listening 

I don’t hear much to write 
about and don’t talk as much since 
I got 10 days off for talking in- 
stead of listening. Quite a num- 
ber of our right-hand buddies have 
graduated to the opposite side of 
the cockpit and have gone East 
for that long looked for captain’s 
job. They have been replaced by 
First Officers Hays, Johnson, Mc- 
Neil, Hansard, Russom, Ours, Bur- 
ton, and Feroe. Some are on 
A. M. 4 and some on the 4-stop- 
per, Ft. Worth, Dallas, Memphis 
and back. At this writing our 
good friend Dude Walker is con- 
valescing from an emergency ap- 
pendectomy. Best wishes for his 
immediate recovery. You should 
see the smiles on the faces of 
Sweety Davis, W. J. McCray, and 
Sam Nuckols who are among the 
‘latest of the boys that have made 
the rounds East and are back in 
God’s country to stay. 


Wanted: Ranch to Fit 
Sanford’s Horse 

The Colony on the Lake is 
booming again, as spring arrives, 
with some new additions. Homer 
Rader has moved over from Dallas 
and I understand Howard Wood- 
all is completing a new home on 
the lake. Bob Rentz is moving 
into a newly built home in town. 

Someone gave Sandy Sanford a 
horse; now he is looking for a 
ranch to go with it. He has the 
ranch fever and it won’t be long 
now. He and yours truly rode 
over a nice one recently and 
Sandy decided to take it but 
changed his mind when he learned 
they charge for them. 


Here’s Luck, Joe, 
We'll All Miss You 

I understand Joe Westover is 
not on the line any more — not 
definite—but anyway if Joe had 
all the million miler watches he 
deserves he shouldn’t have to 
work any more, just hock one a 






























































































































IN UNITED FRONT AGAINST REORGANIZATION ORDER NO, 4 0 407i! 11 whes 


ordered the Civil Aeronautics Authority transferred to the Commerce Department and the abolishment of the Air Safety Board, he 
stirred up a hornet’s nest of protest. Fears engendered by this proposal caused all those »itally concerned, the pilots, the Industry, and 
the air traveling public, to reflect on the deplorable failure that the old Bureau of Air Commerce, Department of Commerce, made be- 
fore it was eliminated by Congress in favor of the new CAA and Air Safety Board —473 pilots, passengers, and crew members were 
killed during its infamous regime. It is well known that the so-called 5-man Air Board within the Commerce Department that is taking 
over and consolidating the duties of the Civil Aeronautics Authority and Air Safety Board will in reality not be independent but will be sub- 
servient to the politically controlled Department of Commerce. Referring to the accident investigation procedure which was heretofore 
the independent function of the Air Safety Board, the word CONSOLIDATED is highly significant. In short, under the new setup the same 
agency that makes the regulations will, when an accident happens, sit as judge and jury on the adequacy of its own regulatory func- 
tions which was the prime reason why the old Bureau of Air Commerce made such a bad record. The press, the air traveling public, 
the public in general, the entire aviation Industry, and its representing organizations: the pilots, the mechanics, the radio operators, all 
protested with one voice, ‘‘Why not leave well enough alone?’’ It seems, however, that the gods of politics had other ideas; politics 
placed the regulatory control of civil aeronautics back into politics. When in Washington the pilots called on Senator Pat McCarran .of 
Nevada, leader of the fight in the Senate against the Reorganization Order No. 4 to explain their opposition. (L. to r) Rear: Scroggins, 
(PCA); Rodieck, (MCA); Young, (EAL); Hopkins, (C&S); and Van Alstyne, (PCA). Middle: Wright, (PCA); Crisfield, (PCA); Ledbetter, 


a 


President Roosevelt 





(AA); Elsmore, (WAE); Little, (UAL); Hamilton, ALPA, Washington Representative; and Smith (PCA). Front: Ree, (TWA); Miils, (Bran- 








week and live well. Here’s luck, 
Joe! We will miss you and you 
have done a real job. 

T. J. Haire is one of our latest 
ranch owners. Now you hear him 
talking horses and, cattle instead 
of wanting the EXTRA run on 
A, M, 23. 

I wouldn’t use this column to 
advertise, but does anyone want 
to buy a bull? 


I am afraid to answer the 
phone, another second section 
coming through. See you next 


time, I hope. 











—Courtesy of New York Journal-American. 
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LOW CEILING! 


iff); Senator Pat McCarran; D. L. Behncke, Pres. ALPA, and Luethi, (NW). 


McCARRAN— 


(Continued from Page 7 


Commerce, resulting from an air- | 


plane crash in which a member of 
the United States Senate 
life, that committee of the Senate 
found, on the basis of a volumin- 
ous record accumulated 
months of hearings, that the old 
Bureau of Air Commerce in the 
Commerce Department suffered 
from faults inseparably connected 


with its lack of independence and | 


lost his | 


during | 


with its subordinate 
large and cumbersome executive 
department. 
Blaming the Dead Pilot 

‘“‘Among other things, the Senate 
committee found that in investigat- 
ing accidents the Bureau of Air 
Commerce, instead of condemning 
its own regulations where they 
were at fault, whitewashed itself 
and too often took the easy way 
out—the way of blaming the dead 
pilot, who could not defend him- 
self. The director of the Bureau 
of Air Commerce himself admitted 
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PRESENT PILOTS HAVE PROVED FIRST CLASS! 
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status in a | in his testimony that such a system 


of investigating accidents by the 
very agency responsible for the 
safety rules was dangerous. 
“Based upon this testimony and 
this record of tragic experience, 
the Congress provided in the Civi 
Aeronautics Act that a separaie 
and independent air safety board 
should hereafter be charged with 
the duty of investigating accident: 
and making recommendations 
which would prevent such acci- 
dents in the future. The Civil 
Aeronautics Authority, which has 
the responsibility of adopting and 
enforcing regulations, has no con- 
trol whatever over that investigat- 
ing board. The very essence of this 
legislative provision so deliberately 
adopted by Congress was the pro- 
vision that the investigating board 
should be fully independent of the 
agency charged with regulation. 
The God of Liberty Sustains It 


“But now, under the reorganiza- 
tion, that independent board would 
be entirely abolished and the inves- 
tigation of accidents will be turned 
over altogether to the agency 
charged with the duty of adopting 
safety regulations. In short, by 
executive decree based upon 1 
brief study by a division of the 
Budget Bureau, the deliberately 
formulated legislation of the Con- 
gress would be repealed... . 

“The question before this coun- 
try—the question before the Sen- 
ate of the United States tomorrow 
—is not a question of personality. 
It is not a question of politics. It 
is not a question of bureaus. It is 
a question of permitting that 
which has accomplished great 1e- 
sults to continue to the end that 
America, industrially and militant- 
ly, is going forward. 

“I appeal to the people of this 
country that their voices will set 
the Senate right against all odds, 
and against all conditions.. The 
House sustained the resolution to 
disapprove the reorganization of 
the Civil Aeronautics Authority. 
The press, the people, the air lines, 
and the pilots of those air lines 
sustained this resolution. THE GOD 
OF LIBERTY SUSTAINS IT.” 
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